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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 


y 

In cliapter III of my Paikuli book I have attempted to utilize, for the re- 

construction of the early , history of the Sasanian empire, a number of 
coins that, when first discovered, were called “ Scytho-Sasanian,” and, when 
somewhat better known, "Later Great Eushan ” coins. They are, as a matter 
of fact, the coins of the Sasanian prince-governors of Baotria who bore the 
title vttzurg K%ishdn shah or Slidhdfishdh, and ought to be called, accordingly » 
“Sasanian Kushan” coins. 

Since then I have continued my studies, and having been presented 
through the kindness of Colonel MacCormack in Teheran, with a number of 
these coins that had been brought from Afghanistan, and having seen the 
specimens in the Kabul Museum and in the Ermitage at Leningrad, I have 
come to conclusions partly corroborating, partly modifying the results of my first 
attempt. Therefore, although I feel sure that it will still take a long time 
to arrange definitely the series of these coins, and although I am unable 
here in Teheran to avail myself of certain literature that I know exists, e.g., 
of the more modem articles by A. Markoff, E. Drouin and Rapson, I thought 
it useful to make known my studies in their present unfinished state, in order 
to enable other scholars, especially numismatists, to criticize my opinions. 
Not having at my disposal the necessary literature, I prefer not to quote 
at all the views of my predecessors, but to confine myself strictly to my 
own observations and conclusions. 

The coins in question fall into two different groups according to their 
legends. On the one hand, we have those in Sasanian Kushan script, viz., a 
Greek cursive writing, derived from the Bactrian Greek, and used by the 
Great Kushan kings, Kanishka, Huvishka and Bazodev; on the other hand 
those with legends in Sasanian Pahlavi of the third century A.D., or, as we 
ought to call it more correctly, in Parsik script. Both groups are linked 
together by some rare coins with bilingual legends : Pdrsik on the obverse, 
Greek on the reverse. Again, we can divide the coins according to their 
material into gold, silver and copper. Of the gold there is a large 
number continuing the type of the Great Kushan coins, or more exactly the 
posthumous imitations of the Bazodev coins, but a little bit larger, thinner, 
and even more strongly cup-shaped than the last Kushan coins. On the 
other hand, there are some rare gold coins of the pure Sasanian type. With- 
out entering upon that difiaoult topic, I wish to express here my opinion^ 
in which I know I am in agreement witli so great an authority as lilr. 
Vasmer of the Ermitage Cabinet, that the Sasanian aurei, which are still 
rare (although during the last three decades a far greater number has 
turned up than before) and generally considered not to have been in actual 
currency, are much more closely connected with Bactria than has hitherto 
been assumed, and that many, if not aU of them, represent the gold ouiTency 
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of the eastern dominions of the Sasanian empire. Tiie extremely rare silver 
coins I do not know more than 6 — are of Sasanian character but ivith 
slight peculiarities that distinguish them from the common Sasanian currency. 
Ihe pioportion betu'een the existing gold, silver and copper issues makes it 
clear that the curious state of affairs prevailing in Bactria during the inde- 
pendent Kushan period, udieu there ivas no silver coinage in existence, still 
continued under the Sasanian governors, a fact that is probably to be ex- 
plained on the assumption that in the ratio betn-een. gold and silver gold was 
lower, silver iiigher in . Bactria than in the adjacent countries. All the rest 
, of the coins are coiiper. They possess a distinctive character, whether their 
legends are in Greek or in Phrsik script, and whether they follow exactly 
the type of the cup-shaped gold issues, as some of them do, or whether they 
reproduce the common Sasanian type. Hence, these Sasanian Kushan coin's 
present a striking lack of unity, notwithstanding that as was long ago 
recognised, they belong together. 

Before proceeding to examine the various types and specimens, I want to 
lay great stress upon one other fact, namely, that we must assign the whole 
of this material, on archceological grounds to the first period of Sasanian art. 
The distinction of three periods m Sasanian art, the first one extending from 
its beginning tmder Ardashir I. (ah. 226 .A.D.) until the time when ShSpur 
II came of age (ah, 330 A..D .) ; the middle one from that . time until the 
•second reign of KawSt I. (ab. 600 A.D.) ; the third one until the end of 
the Sasanian dynasiy (ab. 660 A.D.) is clearly evidenced by the great 
monuments as well as ' by the small antiquities such as seals and coins. If 
we take the cup-shaped aurei, udth legends in (Jreek characters, the obverse 
invariably shows the full-size figure of the king standing, in full armour 
the trident in the left, the right hand pointing downward to a small fire- 
altar, as if throwing, incense into the fire; the reverse shows the Indian god 
Shiva with the bull Handi. As this type is derived from the older Kushan 
type,, it need not surprise us to find that it is pre-Sasanian. This is true 
not only of the style, but of concrete details. Thus, the trident and the 
armour is still distinctively Greek, exactly as some of the Lokapalas, .jST^garAjas 
and Vajrap&nis of old Buddhist art iu Central Asia long retain the same 
Greek type; a proof that they are descendants' of (Haeco-Bactrian art. The 
fire-altar, too, is pre-Sasanian. We find the same altar on the rare 

Parthian monuments, but nowhere in . Sasanian art. Moreover, the way in 
liljg muscles of the body are delineated beneath the gaiments ni the 
old Greek manner, disappears completely from Sasanian art by .the middle 
of the Mb century. Even the heads on the obverse of the smallest and 
least artistic copper coins show distinctively the style of the great sculptures 
of the 3rd century, some of them recalliug the finest of the existing 
'Sasanian sculptures, namely, the head of Varhr&n I on his ^ bas-relief at 
Shh-pur, near Kazerun in E6rs. Other devices of the copper coins, e.o., the 
aod • enthroned, half profile, still more the god on the throne under a dais, 
the king standing in adoration before a seated god, are inconceivable in the 
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middle Sasuiian ))criod. Indeed, llio second example reproduces alinosi, exactly 
the famous sculpture of Shdpdr T. on the throne in the gorge of Shhphr. 
Even the rude fire-alfnr on tlie reverse of most of these copper coins shows the 
type of altar of the coiiis of Ardashir imitated, it, is true, in the later 
issues of ShApur IT., hut uowliere else, aiul does not, follow the typo introduced 
hy ShAptir I. and copied throughout the first Sasanian period, out of Avhicli 
the t;i*])e of the second jieriod lias been developial. 

There can he little doubt, therefore, that all the Sasanian Ktishan coins 
known to us, must he assigncil to the period between the accession of 
Ardashir I. (ah. 22”) A.]).) and tho time of Shajinr JT.’s coming of age 
(ah. 3o0 A.l).). Certainly wo cannot dale any coin of our group later than 
3.”)0 A.T3. ; for we learn from Ammianus Marccllinus that Slifijnir II. was 
kejit in the far East of his enqiire in the winters of 3.")0 and 358, 

regions that had been occupied not long before that date hy the Chionites, 
and, as we shall see, these Chionites issued a coinage of their own, imitating 
the coins of ShApiir IT. hut with legends in Greek Tvu.shan script. 

The deci])hering of tho coin legends is much hampered hy tho circum- 
stance that some of them are unique, that of others wo have hut a few 

specimens, and that all of them, like most copjior coins, are in a very had 
condition, 'fhe few silver coins are in good, and the gold coins Avith few 
exceptions in excellent preservation. Still, the Greek legends on them have 
not yet been dccijdiercd. Alexander Cumiin'rham was the first to attempt it: 
he succeeded in rccognizinc, on the cuji-shapcd •rold coins, the names whicli 
he spelled "Ilorma^d” and “ Vararau" , and attrihured them to Honnuzd II. 

and Varhran Y. He only failed to reach the real reading because he kej)t 
too closely to the arrangement of the legends ou the ])reccding coins, the 
imitations of Bazodev, vAz. : 

iaonano ^o hazodeo kosino 

This is evident from his jdatc of legends in the Chron. ser. Ill, vol. 

XIII, 1)1. XTV (j)l. V of Scytho-Sasanians). Jiideed, the legends like all the 
types of the coins, are derived from Uie latest coins of the independent 
Ivushan kings, hut the arrangement of the legend dilfers. It was this dis- 
coverA' that enabled me to decipher them, and as the point is obviously an 
important one, I Avill enlarge upon it further. 

The arrangemeut of the legends is closely connected Avith the direction of 
the heads on the coins. On the Sasanian coins, for example, the head loolu^ 
Avithont exception, to the right; on the Arsacidan coins, to the left. ^ ' 
Sasanian coinage, in this rc.spoct, resume.s the style of tho old ErMadAra./ 
Persepolis and the first four ShAhs of PArs. 'J'hc ErAtadAra type is " 
Achaimeuiau, pre- A jAs^icidan origin. The coins of the first three ShAhs, 

Avith an eagle and one Avith the crescent on the head-dress, corre-spond in ‘ 
to the “early Arsacidan coinage”, tliose of the fourth, VAtfradAt II., 
wears a narrow diadem AAith a crescent only, to the stylo of the foUoAvinjf^ 
Ar-cacidan coinage anterior to the so-called Mithvadates II. Ei’om that time 

B 
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onwards, the heads are invariably turned to the left. The change of title, 
from Frdladdra to ShdJi, as well as the change in the direction of the 
heads, must denote certain events in the history of the country, the former 
most probably the subduing of Mrs by the Arsacids, the latter another 
change in the political relations of the province to the central ponder. Now 
the whole coinage of Elymais-Khuzistan shou'S the heads turned to the left 
like that of the Sh&hs of Ehrs, and it might be concluded from this 
that the relation of Khiizistlln to the central power was of the same kind 
as that of Edrs. The coins of the Parthian djmasty of Sakasta,n, via., of 
Gondofares, Orthagnes, S&nabares, Abdagases and Pacores, probably members of 
the SuiAn Pahlav, a family of the Parthian high aristocracy, show in the 
same way the heads turned to the left, with the exception of some rare coins 
of Gondofares and Abdagases, an exception that may perhaps be explained 
by the fact that their title is even more pretentious than that of the 
Arsacid emperors at that time. On the other hand, the coins of Armenia 
have the heads turned in the opposite direction, to the right. I am not 
acquainted Avith the Atropatenian coinage, but that of Characene, Mesh^n, 
follows the Armenian xwototype, both having been coimtries with a greater 
measure of independence than Ehrs, Khhzistkn, and in my view Sakastan 
also. Lastly, Ardashir I. on his first coins, that is, at the time when he 
was rebelling against Hartabhn V., made the head de face, and from the 
moment when he became free from the Arsaeidan mle, he assumed the 
old Erktadhra type with the head to the right. 

Passing by these facts, that have not yet been emphasized sufficiently, 

I cannot hut conclude that the direction of the heads has a definite 
meaning. The direction to the left was the Arsacid one, and all the feudal 
princes who had the royal privilege of coining and whose lands formed an 
integral part of that cm-iously diffuse empire, had to adopt the Arsacid style. 
The opposite direction of the heads proves a greater degree of independence, 
mi d hence is addpted by the Sasanids immediately after they had thronm off 
the Arsaeidan yoke. That it was done intentionally, is further corroborated 
by the observation that all the Sasanian seals adopt the same diinction; viz., 
the seals themselves have the heads turned to the left, which in the impres- 
sions appeared to the right. 

The Arsaeidan coins all show the opposite direction of the heads, i.e., to the 
left, Avith the exception of those coins, formerly considered to he Armenian 
cohis, wliich are classified by Wroth among the imperial Arsaeidan coinage, 
under the designation “ Period of Mithradates I.”, the tetradrachms of Phraates II. 
and Artahan I., and the Himeros coins. In spite of all efforts, however, 
the arrangement of the early Arsaeidan coins cannot be considered as at aU 
a settled matter. I know that the late A. Petrowicz never accepted the 
new classification, and E. HiU has expressed his doubts in his Catalogue 
of Greeh Coins of Arabia, Mesopotamia and Persia, ^ p. CLXXI, n. 2. 
Besides the point under discussion, there are the difficulties presented by the 
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fact that Wroth was compelled to introduce an imhnoion king”, that he 
shows among the early kings one Artaban II. who owes his existence only 
to an interpretation of a passage of Trogtis, prol. 4*2, by , v. Gutschmid 
long since recognized as erroneous by Markwart, and that, on the other, hand, the 
kings Gotarzes I. and the real Orodes I., contemporaries or immediate suc- 
cessors of Mithradates II., who are known to us from cuneiform documents 
dated in their reigns, are missing in his list. The test of the direction of 
the heads is, in my opinion, a test even more essential and clinching than 
Wroth’s “test of the] omj)halos and throne”, and we must go back closer to 
the old airangement of the coins, and consider all those with the head 
turned to the right as not appertaining to the Iranian series of the Arsacid 
Suzerains. 

The arrangement of the legends is closely connected with that of the 
heads, though least so in the imperial Parthian coinage. Let me say, however, 
that the sense in which the legends are to be read is of primary impor- 
tance, even there, for the true understanding of the three most interesting 
Arsacidan coin legends, viz., one of kCthradates III. (Wroth pi. XIII, 13), 
one of Gotarzes II. (Wroth pi, XXVII, 2) and some of Volagases III. 
(pi. XXXV, 3), cf. fig. 1. 



Pig. 1. — Coins o£ Mithradates, Gotarzes and Volagases. 

Por the first legend, rendered by Wroth as follows : — 

BASIAEaS BASIAEQN APSAKOT AIO-ETEPPETOT ((I>)PAATOT EmOANOYS 
EniKAAOTMENOT (PIAEAAHNOS rO(S) ? 

I do not venture any explanation, the sequence in which the different parts 
ought to be read being obscure to me. The second legend can only be read : 

rflTEPZHS BASAIEYS BAEAIEIIN APEANflN TOS KEKAATMENOS aPTABANOY 

“ Gotarzes, king of kings of Er&n, adoptive son ’ of Hartabanos ”. 

The third legend must be read : 

“ Arshak Walagshe shahanshah ”. 

There are certain historical questions dependent on the true understand- 
ing of these inscriptions ; and an analogus question was discussed' by A. v. Stael- 
Holstein in the JRAS. for Jan. 1914 “ Was there a Kusana Race ? ”, where he 

B 2 
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proposed to read the legends of the Great Knshan in a new way. He says, 
loo. oil. p, 83 ; “ It is difficult to think of any reason why we should not 
consider KawKpKi as the first (or last) word of the legend, and KOp&wo p&pN&Nopao 
as his title’’. Let us see how the facts are. 

The coins of Ooemokadphises j)resent the following variations ; 

(1) king sitting ; the inscription begins at the right behind the head • 

BASIAETS OOHMOKAAd)ISHS. 

(2) king full size standing; the inscription begins above the bead and 

ret\irns there in a complete circle : BASIAETS BASIAEGN 
MEFAS OOHMOKAAOISHS. 

(3) the same on some copper coins, but with an interruption below 

between the second and the third word. 

(4) bust of king to the right; the inscription begins to the right, 

below, at the left shoulder of the bust ; BASIAETS OOHMO- 
KAAOISHS. 

(5) bust of king to the left; the inscription begins above the head 

Avith an interruption below: BASIAETS OOH/MOKAAOISHS. 
Under the following king, Kanishka, the Greek legends are replaced by 
Kusban ones. The Greek legends are : — 

(1) king full size standing to 1., the inscription begins right of bead : 

BACIASYC BACJ/KeCON KANkpKOY . 

(2) same type, the Kusban legend begins to the r. below, at the left 

foot: p&ON&NO pAO Ko/NKpKI KOpANO. 

Under Huvishka we have : 

(1) king riding, to r. ; the inscription begins at the 1., below, with interrup- 

tion by the head pAON&NO pAo /ooapKo Kop&NO, 

(2) king sitting <0 r. ; same arrangement, but interruption after first 

0 of the name : p&on&no pAO o/okpKi KopANo. 

(3) bust of king to 1. ; the inscription begins to the r. , below, at the left 

arm of bust : pAONAwopao c/okpKi KOpAwo pAO. 

The first instance could be read, with v. Stael-Holstein, oohpKi aopANO 
-pAONANO pAo, but this would be against the arrangement of the legends of the 
TTaTiis bVn. coins, and against all the other coins of Huvishka. And the second 
instance, where another follows the name, excludes definitely that reading. 

The complete legend is unquestionably 
saonanosao (name) ko§ano sao 

and although we cannot follow the author in his special point, he is per- 
fectly right in holding that these kings did not call themselves “a Kushhn ”, 
but “ Shah of the Kushhn ”. 

The true coins of Bazodev show the king, full-size, standing to 1., and 
the inscription begins to the 1. below, at the foot : 

pAONANO pAO 8A/zoAko KopANO, The legends of the later imitations of the Bazod§v 
coins are arranged in the same way, or else they begin above to the right, 
^t the back of the king’s head. 
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Noir, we must turn to the imperial Sasanian coins of the first period. 
They show invariably the bust of the king to the right, and the legend in 
P^sik, i.e., a Semitic script running to the left, is always to be read from 
the centre of the coin, and begins to the 1. above, at the back of the 
head. This observation holds good for the whole series from Ardashir I. 
down to Shfipur II. The exceptions are few, viz., two aurei, one in the 
Berlin cahinet and one in the British Museum, that have erroneously been 
considered to be coins of Varhrhn III. but in fact belong to jSTarseh; one 
•aureus of hlarseh, formerly in the Bartholomaei cabinet ; and about four 
or five aurei of Shapur II., two of them in the Bibliotheque Rationale in 
Paris, one in the Berlin cabinet and one in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
I own another specimen of them. They show, with the. exception perhaps of 
one of the Paris aurei of Sh4pur, on the reverse, the name of the Eire, 
that reoccurs on the well-known two aurei of H. Pawlinson and A. Cun- 
ningham, belonging to Sorvimd vnzurg Kuslidnsliali. We shall explain that 
name below : it is the Eire of Marw. These gold coins are apparently the 
prototypes of the copper coins of Shapur II. with Kushan legends, and must 
be reckoned among the Kushan coins. 

The Sasanian Kushan coins have two different kinds of writing, the 
one a Semitic script running from right to left, the other a Greek script 
mrtning in the opposite direction. Both of them are, with one possible 
•exception, to be read from the centre of the coin. They must, therefore, 
begin differently. We observe now, that the Kushan legends always begin 
above, to the right of the head of the standing king, and continue around, 
with an interruption at the base of the device. The Parsik legends, on the 
contrary, always begin below, to the right, at the left shoulder of the bust 
and end behind the bushy hair close to the right shoulder. That means that 
the Kushan legends follow the method of arrangement observed on the first 
Greek coins of Ooemokadphises and Kanishka and on the late imitations of 
the Bazoddv coins, immediately preceding these Sasanian coins. At the 
same time this arrangement coincides with that of the imperial series of the 
Sasanian coins. The Parsik legends of the Sasanian Kushan coins imitate 
the arrangement of the Great Kushan coins of Kanishlca, Huvishka and 
Bazoddv. Of course, as they both run in the opposite direction, the right 
and left sides have been exchanged. Hence we must clearly establish the 
fact that the beginning of a P&rsik legend below, at the left shoulder of 
the bust, is a distinctive mark of Kushan coins, in contradistinction to the 
Sasanian manner of making the legends commence at the back of the head. 
It follows that, e.g., the two aurei mentioned above, attributed to Varhrhn 
HI. hut belonging to Karseh — as a matter of fact there are no coins that 
can unquestionably be attributed to Varhran III.— must be reckoned also 
among the Kushan coins. A closer study of the early Sasanian gold coins 
would probably result in our recognizing that many more of them belong 
to the Eastern possessions of the Sasanian empire. 
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Having found the clue to the arrangement of the legends, the decipher- 
ing of them becomes an easy matter, The finest of the cup-shaped aurei, 
one specimen in the British Museum and the other in the Ermitage, show the king 
in the attitude already described, before a small fire-altar, and wearing a 
croum which consists of a kind of cap, broadening at the top and adorned 
with two rows of large pearls, surmounted by what has been ' called a 

plume, but what is better described as a globe covered with leaves, like 

a large lotus-flower. The inscription is : 

Zorooopoifpo^ o/ozppmmpcA\s> poyo “the god Varhran, great Kushanshah ”, 
Cf. pi. I, no. 3. 

The script of this legend is Kushan 'Greek, the language is pure Sasa- 
nian Phrslk. The letters B, F, P, and P for § are exactly as on the 

Kushan coins. N and K, though still distinguished, have become very simi- 
lar; the difference is, that in K the last sloping stroke forms an essential 

part of the letter and is attached somewhere in the middle of the secend 

ascending stroke, whereas in N the third sloping stroke does not belong to 

the letter itself, but is only the connection with the following character; 

it begins at the end of the ascending second stroke. The genesis of the 

letter p has been the subject of discussion. It makes its appearance for the 
first time on the Kanishka coins. But looking at the preceding coins and 
observing there the different attempts at expressing the sound s, e.g., on the 
coins of Spalirises pnAAipirov beside /nAAipirovj or on those of Heraus (•— Miaus) 
EAKA Ko//ANOj — the slightly sloping thin stroke means P in other cases — 
and lastly on those of Kozulo-Eadphises KOPOKA in Kusana-jawugo, and 
XOPANST ZAOOT in Kusana(sa) jaua(sa), we -must realize that the only 
methodical explanation of p is its derivation from P. 

The vowel A is twice used, in the last syllable of Varhr&n and in the 
second of Kushfin, both times correctly to denote long a. The third instance, 
in the word shdh, is doubtful in both the coins. I should assume that the 
correct writing was at least intended. As a matter of fact, the two characters 
O and A have become almost identical. The whole difference is, that the 
A is a circle penned as the hand of a watch moves and therefore con- 
necting itself with the following letter from above ; the O is the sMme 
circle hut written in the opposite way and therefore connected with the 
next letter from below. 

The vowel 0 has various applications even in this short legend. • In 
the first word, T}(tg, it stands for a shoi’t, darkened a, or a . At the same 
time it stands at the end of that word, as at the end of all the other 
words, to denote an indistinct vowel, a, the rest of the old ending of the 
oblique case: -a/iga, -d, -e, and lastly -a. In the name of the king, double 
0 precede and follow the originally sonant P, exactly as double a does in Awestic 
writing, whereas OP does' not express these reduced vowels at all, and Plirsik 
indicates only one vowel before the consonant. Iranists transcribe the vowel 
before the t commonly by w. Modern Persian does not know a short but 
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only a long u, and a sliorfc d, M'hicli corresponds exactly to the short “o 

chiuso" of Italian, originating from Latin u. It seems to me ai^parent 

that exactly the same short yoirel is expressed by the first O of our legend. 
The second is a still shorter form of the same. Hence the true pronuncia- 
tion of the name was Wdr°hrdn. Lor, the 0 that begins the name stands 
for the consonantic i.e., to. The same is the case with the first 0 of the 
adjective. O stands for w on tlie older coins in the words : oPSArNhc, opAArno , 
ApooAOTO, okpo, o&AO. oANiNAo, oxpo, OAxpo etc. The third 0 corresponds to 

the O before P in tlie Icing’s name. The other 0 behind that r has dis- 

ajjpeared, because the vowel of the first syllable, originally d, has assumed 
the colom of the vowel of the second syUable. I’he 0 of the first syllable of 
the ethnic name remains doubtful. As iu the proper name Sh^pur — po6opo 
it may signify, here, a long u. The Parsik transliteration of the name of 
the Kiishiln with soriptio plena of the ft, is not conclusire, since there are 
hundreds of cases where such an ft denotes only the quality, but not the 
quantity of the vowel. 

As to the 0 in the last word pAO, it has been thought to signify 
an It in the Great Kushan title. I thinlc wrongly. We shall see soon that 
our coins employ another sign for h. If we leave out the h in the titles, 
there are, among the whole number of the Kushau coins, only the following 
oases where O might possibly denote an h : The name written in Greek 

letters Ooemokaclphises is rendered in Indian by Jlima-. This instance we 
must discard, because we don’t know which original sound is reflected by 
the two foreign renderings. The same remark holds good for the other name, 
written in Greek oohpKi and in Indian inscriptions Euvishka. The variant 
oYOhpKi, indicates that there was a difficulty in the rendering of the 
original sound, and that a convenient style had not yet been found. The name 
APOOASnO, also discussed in this connection, does not come in here, for there 
can be no doubt that it means Bnnodsp, Arith the characteristic change 
from d into I, and not Lulirdsp. The names MAO and paopkopo are more 
convincing, but not absolutely conclusive, for beside MAO there ajjpears again 
a variant MAOO, and the possibility exists that the 0 might represent a 
nasal. In Shahrftwar the O might be a substitute for the missing h, an indis- 
tinct vowel written instead of //. There remains, then, only the name of the Iranian 
Mithra, Mihr, which on the coins of Kanishka present the variants MEIPO, 
MI IPO, MIOPO, MITPO, on the coins of Huvishka MIPO, MI IPO, MIOPO, 
MITPO, MOPO, MTPO, MIIOPO, MIPPO, and_ perhaps MPPO. If 

the custom obtained of writing 0 for li, Avhy these variants at all? And on the 
other hand, in the names Hpa«A.6o and Maacn^vo the li is not expressed. 
Since our Sasanian coins, then, do not employ O for h, we ought to conclude 
from the above-mentioned facts that O did not signify li, even in the case 
of the older inscriptions. 

Our legends show a clearly distinguished sign for h in the name Yarliran 
.as well as in the title sMli. The question is, what is the origin of that 
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sign? Among tlie variants of some of the words qnoted above, T appeared 
as an attempt to render the missing h, e.g.^ in ovohpKi, MIYPO, MYPO. II 
we cast a glance at the tables in which I have tried to show the develop- 
ment of the Greek Knshan alphabet, and if we compare there the Y as it 
appears in the Awramhn parchments and on some of the Kadphises coins, it 
seems to me clear that oiu’ sign is the late representative of that older sign, 
probably influenced by the Pdrsik h v, writtten naturally from left to 
right : »>. 

If this is accepted, the 0 in the Kushan title p&oN&wo p6,o cannot denote 
h, and the word must be transliterated 

§aonano§ao or Sawnano iaw. 

In which case it does not render the well-known saMnWi or *sdhiydnMh 
of the western Iranian dialects, derived from OP. x^^^yadiyandm xsa,ya0iya. 
We must look, therefore, for another, similar word. At the end of the 
Arsacid period the ruler of Isfahan, for instance, bore the title .faS, Le., seS, 
from Aw. of which we have an archaic survival in the title 

or of the kings of Parghana, repeated by the second Muhammadan 

dynasty of Egypt. The princes of Gharchistdn in Baeti'ia, and of Rewshdr 
had the title Mr, i.e., Mr, Aw. ^yja%riya, by which the princes of B&miydn, 
near Ealkh, and of Khuttal were ealled. The word that explains the Kushan 
title has already been discovered by Sten Konow; it is the Soghdian xMvan 
“might”, yjdvan- “king”, yjevanah “ruling”, yjdvangyd “empire” and fat- 
yMvan “sovereign”. The termination of the gen. pi. in -mio corresponds to 
the same in the Saka language, -anu. The last n of the word remaijied, when 
followed by such an ending, bnt disappeared in the nom. sing. Thus, saicnana 
Mw is a counterpart to Sak. gyastanu gyasti in form, to Soghd. ysam?? in 
matter. The language of the Great Knshan coins belongs to the eastern, 
and not to the western Iranian dialects. The peculiar forms of the names 
Apooo.crro, opAArno beside OPGAPISIHS, eonfiim this view; for MAO and 
posOpKopo closer analogies than Pdrs. mah and mJirBvar must be foimcl. On 
the other hand the Sasanian Knshan coins do not write saonanosao, like their 
predecessors, but Mha, and in one instance, Mthdnd sda. Their language is 
pure Parsik. 

The coin we have studied, has in a second line, vTitten in smaller 
characters, a word which is highly important. Once deciphered, the reading 
is clear and a matter of course, but it was by no means so before, as two of 
its four letters were new. I found the reading through the study of the 
Greek Awraman parchments, whose Pahlavik counterpart had been well 
knorni to me long since. This is the reason why I have entered these docu- 
meats in the plate showing the development of the Knshan Greek, and there aie 
certain ^observations on them that must be discussed here. 

The Awraman parchments are Parthian documents dating from the fiisb 
century B.C. and so far they are the only documents in cursive Greek that we 
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possess from tlmt part of the ■world. Comparing their script ■willi that of 
the Ai-vsncid coins, it hccomcs perfectly evident, that the changes in the 
uncial scrij)t reflect only the development of the underlying emrsive script; of this 
they are not an isolated instance, hut they are the only existing representatives 
of cursive Parthian Greek. In his jiuhlication of these documents, E. Minns 
devotes two pages full of interest., and a plate, to the mere pahcographical 
aspect of them. lie .seems to have been at a loss in jn'eci.sely classifying their 
.script among the cursive Greek liands tlmt -we know, lie says: “The writing is 
rather to he classed with hook hands than with cursivo.s ”, and, after having 
discussed some analogues with Ptolemaic ])npyri, he adds : “ And yet the whole 
efleef is not at all Ptolemaic, and on trying to And analogues for the liga- 
tures I imvo been unsuccessful. The method of joining 

the lettcns is quite unlike the lino along the top which links even sucli a 
letter as t onto the following in many Ptolemaic hands”. Now, the pecu- 
liarities which struck so great a connoisseur as ilfinns, appear e.xactly in 
the same way on the Kushan coins. The word rcipo on one of the Hnvish- 
ka aurei, would never have caused difficulties, if these parchments had been 
known at tlie time. [Mv conclusion is, that cxactlv as the art of the 
Arsacidan and Sasanian period is more than dependent on, nay, is a branch 
of Gnnco-Eactrian art, so the Greek scri])t of the Ar.sacid period is a branch 
of the Grfcco-Bactrian writing represented by the Great Kushan coins. 

The word in question, which caused this digression, l)ecomes at oneo 
legible, if we ciist a glance at. the syllables Xo and cya in .Minns’ table : the 
letters arc / and X, and the word is to ho read 


Vnrlir.ln 

Bfrlin 



Honnizd I, 
Ecrlin 



Fig. 1?. — .Mint-nninc on coiiiB of Vtirliriln I. and Ilonnizd I. 


i.c., laxh the middle-Persian name of old Bactra, Balkh. 

The word aiipears on altogether four coins of three different types. It 
is tlie name of the mint-town, and this is in perfect agreement ivith all 
we know about the provenance of the coijis. Cunningham has already dealt 
with tliat subject ; they come all from Badakhslian, Kunduz, that is North- 
ern ikfglianistan or Bactria. 

With tlie fact once e.stablished that mint-to'n’ns are mentioned on these 
coins, the idea presented itself to me, that another word on many. specimens of 
the second group of Kushan coins, vis., those with Pfirsik legends, which had 
been left unexplained or altogether misunderstood, might be the name of 
another mint. The word is best known from Ihe aureus of Jlonmisi vusurg 
EiisJidv shahanshah formerly in H. Eawlinson’.s possession, now in the British 
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Museum. appears tliere,. as always, on the reverse above the fire-altar in 
the second line, in the. same place as the word Baxl. In some instances 
it stands next or among’ the flames. It cannot be inserted into the main 
legend which ^ is complete but must he read apart, and hence I always 
assumed that it was tlie name of the Pire, the more so as all the coins con- 
taining this word show remarkable similarities. The word is o2bio ’sbn. 

This word is not Iranian, but a Semitic ideogram, and, since the finnl 
-J/ is not a Pdrsik termination, it is a pure ideogram without a phonetic 
complement. The Aram, root is ~fbv, “king”; with the termination it is the 
adjective “ royal ”. In Phrslk it would be sdMhdn. Indeed, the Frahang S 
Valilavik shows that this word had been written ideographically as 
The first letter of both the words is the same. The second letter of the word 
in the Prahang, originallj'- n, to, or r, stands for I in many, and especially in 
short ideograms like Gwobw. 6'fnl>n, “'/ 9 -kI>o -ore'H’hx). •'lo'ibB. The 

last sign of the ideogram of the Frahang looks like a, but can be read as a 
compound of two in at least ten different ways. I believe anyone who 
has studied the intricacies of the Pahlavi ideograms, will agree with me, if I 
take this ^ as a corruption of ^^5 -Icy, this being a termination foreign 
to Phrsik words, and, as far as I can see, unique also among the Semitic 
ideograms, and therefore particularly liable to misrepresentation. Independently 
of this, -jjiio must be read idMhdn “ royal”. The did Persian poets use this 
word in a restricted meaning for a royal treasure, Pirdausi almost as the 
name of the prodigious treasure of Khusrau Parwez. In the Parsik writings, 
ganj S sdhikdn, “the Royal treasure”, is the title commonly given to the 
Ydticdr e Viizurgmihr, the “ Memoirs ” of the grandvizier of Khusrau I., because 
its first passage is : 

, “ MAN vuzurgMIHR d buxtak&n *hargu“^pet sapistfen S AHR d an*tiy6k^&,n 

Xusrdd darikpet PN aY&tkar A2 framftnddt SAH&n SAH 

kirt TJ PA ganj <§ §(a)hikan NIHAT.” 

“By me, Vuzurgmihr son of Bukhtak, hargupet (highest dignitary of 
the empire) and darikpet of the shapistan (either minister of the Court or 
possibly grand-eunuch) of the town Antiocheia- Khusrau, these memoirs, by 
order of Khusrau king of kings, have been made and deposited in the 
Shhhikan Treasure-house.” 

As the author lived in Gtesiphon (Antiocheia Khusrau is the new 
quarter of that metropolis, founded by Khusrau I. after the conquest of 
Antiocheia on the Orontes) and as the Byzantine authors Theoplianes and 
Anastasias, as well as the Chronicon Pasohale, speak of a new treasm’e-house 
built by the king in Ctesiphon, possibly at the spot called to this day 
Khazne i Kisrh, the “ treasure-house of Khusrau”, it seems that this 
“Royal Treasure-house”, notwithstanding that Tlisophanes gives its name as 
«the house of Darkness”, was in Ctesiphon. The introductory passage of 
Vuzurgmihr recalls another famous passage of the DSnkard : 
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“ D&rA.y 6 dAn\yi‘in Iiamftlc apasti\lc U zand c^gdn zartu^sto ohromiizd 
patgrifta nipisiak II pacSna 6vak PA ganjo 6 Sapikiln (vat. ; SaspikAn) evak 
PA diz9 4 nipigt dAstano framAta.” 

“By Daray, son ol Baraj’’, was ordered to keep tke entire Aivesta and 
Zand, as it had been received by Zoroaster from Hormnzd, written in two 
copies, one in the treasure of Shapikfin (or SIiaspikAn, uncertain spelling, 
and of unknown etymology), one in the Dizb e nipisbt (the ‘ Oastle of the 
Writings’).” 

And : “ S(A)bpubr SAHAnSAH 6 artaygirAn nipikobAc 6 AZ deno BB 

APAC 0 ham AWTJRtan U pacAn 0 ganj e sapikAn 

(saspilcAn) dA§tauo framuto.” 

“By Shabpuhr, king of kings, son of Ardasbir, was ordered to collect 
again also Ibe non-religious writings . . , and to keep a copy in the 

SbapikAn treasure-house.” 

In the Shtthrehd. e another work composed during the early 

Aluhammadan period, under the chapter “ Samarkand ”, it is said, that 

ICaikhusran, the mythical representative of the historical ALtsacid Artahan II., 
founded the VarhrAn-Pire of Samarkand, and “ PAS zartugt dAno AWXJRt 
AZ framan vistAsp-6(A)h AICC fargart PA dene dipdwarih PA tAj^takohA 
ZABen kand IJ nipist IT PA ganj e AN Atays NIHAT. IF PAS gujastak 
sukandar s6/_t ITT ANBAR 0 daryAp APKANt denkard 6 haft ^vatAyAn.” 

“Afterwards when the religion had been brought by Zardusht, 1200 
chapters in religious waiting were engraved and written on gold tablets and 
deposited in the treasure-house of that Pire by order of king Vishtasp, and 
afterwards by the emsed Alexander was burnt and thrown into the sea the 
BAnkard of seven kings.” 

These passages make it clear that the great Pires were at the same time 
official archives. And the description which Byzantine authors give of the famous 
fire-temple at Gaujak, the capital of AdharbaijAn, allude also to the royal 
treasures kept at those places. We don’t need to discuss here, whether the 
Ganj A ShahikAn and the Ganj e ShaspikAn or SbapikAn, are identical or 

not. Personally, I think they are. But the conclusion is obvious, that the 

Pire-temples contained archives and treasure-houses, and “ ShdMMn”, i,e., the 
Royal sc. treasure-house, is a fit name for a Pire. 

Another ascertained fact is that ShAhikAn was the sm-aame of the 
town of Marw. It was called so by the early Arabs who established there 
the centre of their government of Khorasan, only continuing what had been 
so at least during the late Sasanian period. It is called so also in the early 
Persian romance of WAs and Ramin. The sm’uame distinguishes this Slarw 
from the other one, MarwrAt, situated farther south. 

In the Pahlavi hooh of Zardr, composed ab. the beginning of the ;VIth 
century, Marw has the surname “ Zoroastrian ”, and in the first fargard of 
the Viddvddt, a work of the early Arsacid period, we find a surname of 
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•similar meaning, viz.: “the strong Marw, the holy”, literally the “truthful, truth- 
cultivating-one”. These last two surnames characterize Marw as a centre of 
Zoroastrianism, in opposition — exactly the opposition evident from the two 
groups of coins -to Balkh, the great centre of Buddhism, the seat of the 
Barmacid priest of the Ivauvihdra. The Zoroastrian Marw must have had a 
■great Pire-temple, and I think it is only logical to attribute a similar 
meaning to the first surname and to regard it as the name of even that 
Bire. Hence, Marw 6 Shhhikhn means Marw with the Shahikan-Temple. The 
•similarity between the ideogram of the surname, 'Jjiio, and the real name 
oobo; , or osbio suits wholly the spirit of Pahlavi scribes. 

The observations that the mint-name appears under the form of an. ideo- 
gram, and that thh surname replaces the original name of the town, do not 
militate against this identification. Another ideogram is i.e., DAB, the 
“Porte”, the exclusive symbol for the mint of Ctesij)hou on the coins, and 
the official surnames completely rej)lace the • old local names in official 
use during the Sasanian period, like Arta^sir-xvarreh for older Guv&ar, 
later G6r, BrMi-xvarr6h-(or-farrax-kirt-)§hhpuhr for old Susa (later Shhsh) 
V^h-antiy6x‘^^hpuhr (GundSshapur) for old Bet-L&pM, Ndw-Shhhpuhr for old 
Ajiarshahr, etc. Marw was the residence of Ardashir I. for a while, after 
he had conquered the Kushan realm. It was also for a long time one of 
the largest mint-towns of Iran. The first mint-names appear on tl^e coins of 
Varhrhn IV. (388-99). After Varhrhn V. (4.'30-38), the town appears under 
the form of MLKT and of ML, which might be an abbreviation of MLKY 
as well as of MLWT, of Shhhikhn and of Marw. After the catastrophe 
-of Perdz in the Hephthalite war, Marw was lost, and its name disap- 
pears from the coins of Valagsh and of the first reign of EavS,t. Then it 
reappears and continues until the end, with the exception of the coins of 
•some of the short-lived kings of the troubled period between Ehusrau II. and 
Tazdkirt III. The last Sasanian coin of Marw dates from the year 20 of 
Yazdkii-t III. (651-2), the year when he was murdered, like the last 
Achaemenid, in the neighbourhood of the to-wn. But we must not forget 
that these last coins may possibly be the first coins of the Arabs. The mint 
■survived and issued silver coins of the Sasanian type imtil the reform of 
Abdulmalik, when it was changed into one of tlie great Umayyad mints, 
and as Marw e Shhhejan it still appears on the coins of KliSns of 

Ehiva. 

Before continuing the decipherment of the Kushan legends, I must 
refer to still a third name of a mint-town, but only as a plausible 
suggestion. The silver dmchms of Pdrdz Khsh^nsh^h, son of Ardashir I., in 
the Brit. Mus., have at the place where MLKT appears on the Rawhnson 
aureus, the signs which may be read either SMo or TTo, with all 

the possible variants (it is not impossible to take the y as a very small 1). 

I propow- the reading Samarkand. Samarkand, the capital of Soghd, formed 
one satrapy together with Balkh, during the Achaemenian period. There is 
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every probability that it belonged to the Kushan realm. And there is no 
historical reason against that assiimj)tion during the third oentm’y A.D. 
But ve have no means of proving it ;• for the only scientific method of 
establislujig the identity of the Sasanian mint-monograms -with certain towns, 
vis., by proving the continuity down to the Umayyad period, is wanting here. 
Samarkand was lost to Iran early in the fourth century, and hence does 
not appear among the Sasanian mint-towns nor on the Umayyad eoins. 

The mint-monograms in Sasanian numismatics have been treated by the 
older authors, Thomas, Dorn and Mordtmann, "with a comprehensible arbitra- 
riness, but by the latest writers, de Morgan and Parruck, in an inexcusably 
unscientifi-c spirit. Neither has the slightest notion how to attack the problem. 
The Umayjnd mint-names are written in full and in a clearly legible script. 
We must classify them according to the administrative divisions of the early 
Muhammadan empire, which was only a continuation of the Sasanian adminis- 
tration, and endeavour first to identify the Umayyad names with the 
Sasanian abbreviations. There exist a number of Sasanian monograms as 
well as of Umayyad and early Abbasid mint-towns. These must be attri- 
buted according to geographical and historical indications. In suggesting 
identifications for the remaining monograms, we must preferably refer to the 
official names of the Sasanian towns, and then to the common names, as 
found in the Shahi'dlia e J^rdn and other Pahlavi books. Some Sasanian 
seals and seal impressions of purely official character present in the centre 
the same abbreviations as the coins, and at the margin the same names 
written in full, e.g., B^-Shhbpuhr ; Amul Uiukh 

-»5'ioyv.2upu222bD32n. ; the district East of Baghdad 

These are of great help. 

The reading of the letters as SMo “Samarkand”, seems to me free 

jfrom objection, but I do not need to insist upon it here, as no conclusions 
are to be drawn from this suggestion. But in comparing the two groups of 
coins, fixed by their mint-names as belonging either to Balkh or to Marw, 
we must note the very interesting facts, that the Sasanian Kushan coinage 
with legends in G-reek Kushan script was that of Balkh, the one with 
P^rsik legends that of lilarw ; that the cup-shaped aurei belong to Ballch, 
those of Sasanian style to Marw ; that no silver coin at all belongs to Balkh, 
but all to Marw or Samarkand ; that the Rev. types of non-Zoroastrian 
character or with clearly Buddhist character, like Siva and the Nandi bull, 
the king adoring before Buddha, Mithra on the throne in half-profile all non- 
Sasanian types, belong to Balkh or perhaps to Samarkand ; and that only 
Hormizd on the throne under a dais and a special circhaic type of the fire-altar 
belong to Marw. 

With these facts set forth we may now proceed to study the remainder 
of the legend on our first cup-shaped- gold coin from Balkh, that on the 
Reverse. The reverse legend is the same on all the coins, but it soon 
-degenerates and only the earliest can be used for the purpose of decipherment. 
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The reverse type is developed from that of the late Bazod^v coins which 
bear the legend onpo, a surname of ^iva. Hence -wq expect to find 
something similar in our legend, the more so as the Pdr6z silver coin 
contains also the name of the god in its reverse legend. There is -always the 
same long word to the right of the standing god and the hull, and the 
same short word to the left of the bull. It is possible to read the short 
word lOZAO, i/ozdo. The objections are, first, that we disregard in this 
case the last letter 0; secondly, that there are no means of proving that 
the first letter is I. Almost the same word occurs on a Nicolo seal pub- 
lished by Cunningham, on which a Sasanian prince is represented adoring 
before the Indian god Vishnu, a counterpart of the coins of Per6z, represent- 
ing that king adoring before Buddha. The only difference in the word is 
that replaces Z, The first vowel on the seal looks like A, and hence we 
ought to transcribe also on the coins. IJnfoi’tunately, the seal inscrip- 

tion is apparently non-Iranian ; its letters might be read in this way : 

Fig. 3. — Inscription on ISIiooIo Seal. 

TAfOPAO lApAOO AT/X- 

The first two letters are not clearly distinguishable, the last one is 
absolutely unknown, the last but one is doubtful, in each case partly on account 
of the shortening of the letters in the photograph. The value t of our sign 
cannot be proved, because i does not assume this round shape either on the 
Great Knshan coins, ncr on the Awraman parchments; and on the subsequent 
Ohionifce coins, as we shall see presently, it lias the same straight shape as 
of old. On the other hand, the sign in question looks much like ff on the 
Greai' Kushan coins and in the Awraman parchments, but this letter is pre- 
ferably connected with the following ones from above, and not, as in our 
case, from below. Hence we are just as unable to prove that it is cr. 

The long word at the right contains clearly the letters p(^ in the middle, 
accompanied on both sides by a ligature, looking like connected double oo or 
ao or So, but hardly ou. But this ligature is fnot used in the same way 
in, <?.y., oopo/ipKVo oo^opxo o^pOfro^Ao ; hence it is apparently neither tffo hot 
do. The last letters resemble a[x, and in a few cases they are followed by 
three more signs. Curiously enough, this word, too, has its counterpart on 
another Amethyst seal published by Cunningham, There we see: 



Pig. 4. — ^Inecription on Ametnyet Seal* 

Tho la>st four letters are hardly legible on the plate, and Ounningham tran- 
scribes his version of them in diherenD ivay at two places and is of no help. 
Comparing the script of the Awraman parchments, it becomes evident that they 
are ligatures of the. same type. The beginning § is doubtless on the seal. 
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Plate IV, 3, tlie ting Hormzda, ■without the globe, and he describes in the- 
text (no. 3 & 4) the king Ohromozde with the globe; in the tfext he gives 
the legend as reproduced in our table 1. 7, while on the plate appears 
tliat reproduced in 1. , 9, 

So far the sequence of the legends does not present palasographical 
difllculties. But the following ones are less easy to arrange. There are 
three tings, the first witli a j)air of ram’s horns, tlie second with a zigzagged 
cap, the third with three palmettes. The first and second (11. 15-18) have 
the name Vorohran, like the first king of the whole group ; the name of the 
last is illegible. The title Joy reappears on all the coins, the mint-town 
on the Berlin specimen of the ram’s horn king. The letter h has in 
some cases an archaic shape. But in contradistinction to these signs of an 
earlier age, there is no longer any difference beWeen 0 and A, and almost 
none between 27 and K, both of ■nffich have assumed a decidedly changed form, 
resembling an X; the Z too has changed, and on one of the coins 

the h has already the shape it shows on the much later coins of Zabul. 
As the type of the coins, Hev. and Obv., is decidedly changed for the worse, 
and as this difference in style cannot be explained on grounds of greater 

age, because it does not agree with the preceding Bazoddv coins, we must 

conclude that this second group of cup-shaped aurei followed the other 

one. Compared among themselves, it is apparent that ■ the coins of Vorohran 
Avith the ram’s horns are the first coins of the second group. 

27ext comes a coin of a third Vorohran, with a croAvn much like that 
of the first king, the two rows of pearls being replaced by a zigzag, but 
the style is totally changed : it marks a step farther in the development that 
began tmder his predecessor. The symbols in the field, too, are different. 
Let it be noted, also, that the legend is already faulty : e.g., ooCopo with- 
out X, xooovo with 0 for P and an v that looks faulty, but, judged by 
the script of the Awraman parchments, might be a more cursive form, and 
lastly, a qtdte new shape of p in idli9 and the li of the Zabul coins. 

Line 19 of our table shows the legend of the last king of the 
group, debased like the whole type of the coin. The legend must be consi- 
dered as no longer legible. There is a silver coin in the Calcutta Museum 

with a' bust bearing exactly the same crown and one might feel inclined to 

attribute both to the same king. Unfortunately, the legend of the silver piece 
(see pL 2, no. 20), though perfectly well written, resists any attempt at read- 
ing- ; it ends in -rhrdn, but no less clear is the fact that there was no va- 

preceding it, hut something like pgd- or perhaps ps~. On the aureus the 

name seems to begin with an M-. Until further evidence is furnished by 
new finds of coins, I should prefer to consider the silver piece as a later 
imitation, in the same sense as other Sasanian Kushan coins have been 
imitated by the Chionites and Hephthalites. 

The copper coins with Kushan and with bilingual legends, add but 
little to our knowledge. The reverses, as far as they are legible at all,. 
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contain traces or parts of tlie reverse legend of the eup-shaped aurei. The 
reverse inscription of Hormzde is entirely repeated on some copper coins 
(Table 1, line 21). Two coins in the British Musemn and two in my own 
possession give together most probably the legend (Table 1, line 2) po6opo 
[oo^o^Ko Koj povopoyo perhaps ponopo. This , Idng wears a crown of three 
pinnacles of a palmette-like design, snnnonnted by large pearls. Other coins 
of another ting with the normal crown of ShSpur II show clearly the legend 
(Table 1, line 23) poBopo 

-This orthography of the name presents a problem. NP. has preserved 
the pronunciation f of the middle consonant. Greek anthers write mostly 
SajTwpTi;, SaTcopv)? bnt not seldom Saj3cop7]i;. Ammianus and Zosimns, the his- 
torians of Jtilian the Apostate, render the official name of the town Anbhr, 
Pdrdz-shhpnhr, by Pirisabora, Byjpcrapup«. So Gund^sdhpuhr is rendered by 
Theophylakt by BevSetcrapopcov. The Talmud and Syriac authors, since the 
time of Shdpur II., regularly have -ndth b. Hence, it seems that the 

name had one official, archaic foim, from which is derived NP and 

besides, at least since the time of Shdpur H., a vulgar form with b, reflected 
by the other foreign renderings and the Kushan coins. The vowel was li, 
not 6, in spite of the Greek renderings; for it rhymes with Mr in W6s 
u Ramin, and -ptir with dasttlr in the Shdhndme. We learn, that Kushan 
0 stands also for n and must, therefore, transcribe the name, sdbiir. 

The Greek Kushan alphabet continued to be used after the Sasanian 
period. There are three silver coins distinctly belonging together, 
which show an imitation of the coins of the middle period of Shahpur 
II, with the large symbol in the field, and the legend shown in Table 1, 
lines 24 and 25. The legend consists of two words, of which the second is 
clearly OIONO. This name is to Aw. liyaona, Pdrs. yjydndn, Lat. Ghionitae, 
exactly as 'OOKpKO is to Suvishka. The first word must be either the name 
or the title. It begins with X and probably XPO. We must expect some- 
thing corresponding either to the name Orumbates, or to the title khaqan. 
Two specimens of the coin are reproduced in drawing by Wilson, Ariana 
Antiqiia, one of them by Cunningham after- a photograph, a third spe- 
cimen, in the possession of M. Pari-uck, in a cliche which does not per- 

mit the use of a magnifying lens. The legends of the first two coins are 
apparently identical, in spite of some differences in the designs; the third one 
is of another type, but certainly not the fanciful Parsik legend as Parnick 
reads it. It stands half way between the first two legends and those of the 
earliest Hephthalite legends, from which the next example (1. 26 in our 
Table) is taken. This one is written from right to left. Hie last word, left 

of the head of the bust, like that on Parruok’s coin, is .clearly salid’, I 

believe the first to be Hptl, 

The next legends (11. 27 and 28) belong to different Hephthalite kings 
whose legend is simply poKo zoboa i.e. §ah9 Zdbul. The last two legends 

D 
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belong to later coins^ of the period of Khusrau Parwdz, and contain the 
words CPI |Doho Sri Sah. My aim, in adding these legends here, is only 
to show that the script survived for a long time ; which were the last 
shapes assumed hy certain of the Greek letters; and that the first Chionite 
coins follow immediately the Sasanian Kushan coins during the reign of 
Shapur II. 

So far the arrangement of the coins has been based entirely on palaeo- 
graj)liic evidence. The numismatic or arclneologieal evidence confirms this 
arrangement. I have studied 19 coins of the cup-shaped group, belonging 
to tlie British Museum, the Berlin Cabinet and the Ermitage. I have 
examined the specimens in the Kabul Museum, but I have not seen those 
in Paris. I remember reading a description by Drouin of some of them, 
and find pn an old note “Drouin, Hev. Nmn. 1896 pi. V. coll. Blanc, 
Hormuzd with helmet with lion’s head, Varliran with zigzagged crown, Varh- 
rfin with palmettes.” I am unable to verify at the present whether Drouin 
treats the specimens published by Cunningham or others. As far as I can 
see, the other coins belong to the same six tings as tliose I have studied. 
The obverse of the coins invariably shows the type described at the begin- 
ning of this article, the reverse always the god Siva standing with the 
Nandi bull. The type is derived from that of the Bazodev coins, and their 
immediate imitations, and not from those last coins of the Kushan type 
that form the transition to the Gupta coinage, and which I regard as the 
coinage of the successors of the Great Kushans in the Kabul valley, the 
Kdhtdshdhs under Sasanian suzerainty. 

The cup-shaped aurei show, first and foremost, one external difference : in 
spite of the strongly defined cup-shaped profile, and in spite of their thin- 
ness, the coins classified as the older group are equally well executed on 
both sides, whereas tlie reverses of the second group are more or less 
imperfectly executed, — owing, apparently, to a decay of technique. 

The chief means of distinguishing the coins are the crowns of the kings, 
exactly as on the imperial Sasanian coins. I want to emphasize here the 
fact, i 3 hat even to-day, when we are much advanced in reading the legends 
of the impei’ial series, the classification is mainly based upon the distinctive 
crowns, not on the readings of the legends, of which an astonishing number . 
are faulty or worse. In looking through Parruck’s large work on Sasanian 
coins, one might gain a contrary impression, but tliat would be an error; 
his readings, in so far as they are not simply reproduced from previous 
pnes, are phantastical or incorrect, and rvlierever the principle of arrangement 
according to the crowns is departed from, e.gi., where he is classifying Kushan 
coins as Sasanian ones, the attribution is a priori wrong. 

Although the different croums of the Sasanian kings have never been 
adequately studied and although I have had the whole material prepared long 
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sbice, I must, postpone the publication of it until I am able simultaneously 
to publish large iihotographs of tlic lieads of the great Sasanian sculp- 
tures. Not a single one of the Sasanian croAvns is reproduced exactly by the 
Kushan Icings. As a general rule, the former are richer. That is only to be 
expected u'lien U'e remember the extraordinary rich and complicated crowns, e.ff., 
of the firfin-ambilralcpet on the large carnelian seal in the Brit. Museum, the 

crou'ns of the Hephthalite 
kings (fig. 5), and the 
ligiues represented on the 
paintings of Central Asia. 
The crowns of the Kushan 
governors stand half-way 
betweeji, according to their 
geographical and histori- 
cal position. Whereas the 
crowns of the Sasanian 
emperors are full of em- 
blems alluding to their 
Zoroastrian religion, the 






Fig. 5. — Crown of Hephthalite kinjc*?. 


religion, 
Kushan crowns are poor 
in religious emblems. 


The first Vorohran 



(fig, 6) bears a cap, ividening a little at the top, 
adorned with two roAVs of huge pearls, Avith the 
narroAv diadem, the emblem of royalty, at the lower 

edge, the tAvo ends of which float behind the cap. 
This cap is surmounted by a [globe covered AA’ith 


Fig. 6. — *Cro\vii of Vorohrano 
Coin Ho. 7 a. 


large leaves, somewhat like a rose bud. The next 



[Fig. 7.-~Crown of Hormizd I, ICtishanshahanshah. 



Coins Hos. 9 a and h, and 10' 


king, Ohromozd (fig. 7) 
AA^ears a helmet of Sa- 
sanian style, peaked 
forAAm’d at the top and 
fronted by a lion’s 
head. The crest of 
the helmet consists of 
the lion’s mane. The 
diadem at the lower 
edge of the helmet has 


two floating ends. The helmet is surmounted by the same flower-lflce globe. 
This kind of helmet, surmounted by an animal’s head, udiether of a lion, a 
horse, an eagle, or of the Sasanian hippokamp, is, on the great sculptures as 
well as on some coins, the exclusive emblem of the members of the royal 
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family next to the throne, including the queen. Sh^pfir I wears such a helmet 
on the unique coin in the British Museum which he issued as heir to the 
crouTi and co-regent. 

The thiid hing, Hoiinzd, (fig. 8) has almost the same head-dress, but the 




Fig. 8.— Crown of Hormzd. Coin No. 15 o. and d. 

crest of the helmet is formed by a row of large pearls, and he has neither the 
diadem nor the globe. On all sculptures and coins the globe and diadem are 
the indispensable attributes of a ruling member of the Sasanian house, the 
diadem signifying royalty, the globe the celestial origin of the family. From 
the absence of these symbols, confirmed by the fact that the attribute baye 
is also missing in the legend, we must conclude that this king was not a 
Sasanian. 

The first king in the second group, Vorohran, (fig. 9) has a crown con- 



Fig. 9.— Cl own of Vaihaan I, KushanBhah, Coine No, 18 a, and b, 

sisting of a row of pearls over the narrow diadem, and above them a jiair 
of large ram’s horns, surmounted by the usual flowei-like globe. Ammianus 
Marcelliuus, the historian of Julian the Apostate, tells us that Shdpdr II 
wore a pair of ram’s horns on his helmet in battle; his crown was the 
mural crown of Ardashir I and Shapur I, but he did not of course go into 
the field with the crown on his head, but with a royal emblem on his 
helmet. This emblem signifies the “Iranian Majesty”, which, according 
to the story in the KdrndmaJc 6 Artaxiir i Pdpakdn, followed Ardashir 
on his flight from the court of Ardavan V in the shape of a huge 
ram of extraordinary beauty. Although there are slight difEerences, we 
must surely attribute, with Smirnoff, the finest and oldest of all the 
Sasanian silver dishes, published by him on pi. XXV, no. 53, and discovered 
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at KertelieAva in the Province of Perm, to the king on oiir coins. Pig. 10 repre- 
sents the head of the king portrayed 
on the dish; the pearls are much 
reduced here, '-•or, ratlier, they are 
much exaggerated on the coins, and 
the hair is bushy and curly, not 
jilaited as on the coins, irhile tlie 
globe is only fluted, not covered 
■with leaves. But the same fluted 
clobe is Avorn bv Wo other Kushan 
kings on coins, and by the king 
of the famous cameo of the Biblio- 
thfeque Nationale, -wrongly attribu- 
ted to Shajiur I, in ■which the 
Greek influence is so strong, and 
■ndiich must be considered, therefore, 
as an Pastern "work, more dependent 
on Graeco-Bactrian art than the 
Fig. 10.— Hoad of Varliran I from silver dish, Ermitagc. normal Sasailiau -WOrks. And the 
same change iu the hair-dvess appears on the sculptures and coins of Narseh 
Sh&bfmsht\h. The diSerences are not important enough to postulate another 
king Avith the ram’s horns. The silver dish has an inscription on its back that 
has not yet been deciidiered. It is apparent that the -writuig is Soghdian, 
and that the script stands midAvay between the old Soghdian document discover- 
ed by Sir Aurel Stein and attributed by him to the first century A.D., and 
the great numlier of much later Soghdian manuscripts. The inscription reads ; — 

Fig. 11. — Soghdian inscription on silver disli of VarLrAn I. ^Ennitage). 

A number of the letters are clearly legible like <f i-w.a ^ -a- /- 1 , 
Ar .rj'Zi' and A./.1, The letters ii", /-yn, are not quite as certain, 

and a greater uncertainty still attaches to the letters and 

■Without entering here into a long discussion of my reading, I propose to read 
the first word M'ary-xvataav "Lord of Marw”, and the last word Satrevar, 
the name of the month. As x V ai'e identical in Soghdian, and doubling 
of consonants is not expressed in Soghdian and Pahlavik, there is only one 
X instead of yx- The third word is the number XIX or XXIX; at, any rate 
it is a number. Hence the last word is more probably the month satrdvar 
than the title satnyar. I am unable to venture any reading for the second 
word, which might be a word for the dish. The inscription is preceded by 
a Sasanian monogram, in which the letter 2 occurs three times as in the 
name Varhrfin, V and R being identical in Pdrsik. 
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The second king of the second group (fig. 12) has almost the same 

crown as the first Vorohran, with the only difference 
that' a zigzag replaces the two rows of pearls. That 
difference alone would not be sufficient to separate 
the coins, the more so as the names are identical. 
But there is the marked difference of the script and 
the entire difference of the style of the coinSvWhich 
make the separation obligatoiy. 

The last crown of the gold coins, that of the king with the illegible 

legend (fig. 13), consists of three palmettes, arranged 
like the three pinnacles of a mural crown, with 
diadem and fluted globe. Beside the floating ends of 
the diadem there appear the ends of a second ribbon 
tied to the globe. The same crown reappears on 
the silver coin, already mentioned, of the Calcutta 
KushansMh. Coin No. 22a. Museum, wliich might be a Marw issue of the 
same king or a later imitation, and the same crown is very nearly copied by 
two or three of the Kid^ra kings. Its origin is the tm-reted crown showing 
three pinnacles, which belongs to the God Hormuzd and the goddess Anahit, 
and which had been adopted by Ardashir I., Shapur I and n. It formed 
the main part of most of the Sasanian crowns, and has been revived by Rez^ 
ShMi Pahlavi at the present day. The end of the artistic development of 
this type is the merely decorative crown of the Kidara kings. 

Before examining the other distinctions between these coins, we must add 
some more cromis, which occur only on copper coins and on silver coins 
of the Maiw series. 

Birst we have P6r6z, son of Ardashir I., on the two important silver 
coins of the Brit. Museum. The crown (fig. 14.) takes the form of an Egyptian 




Fig» 12. — Crown of Vorohran II 
Kiishanshalil Coin No. 21. 



Ftq. 14 .— Crown of P3r6z I Kashanshuh. Coin No. 5. 
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comicc, cousistiug of leaves witli the top l)ent forward, every leave surmounted 
by a pearl. The diadem is i,liero, l)ut no globe. Very similar to it is the 
cro\ni of a king (fig. 15) of whom T possess a co])per coin, unique as far 



Fig, 15.— Crown of n iianiek’^js Govornor, Coin No. 27. 

as I am aware. The leaves are broader, and less in number, and there are no 
pearls. Tlie legend is quite obliterated, but the name must have been a very 
sliort one. Anotlier Icing (fig. 16) has the large pearls and the same diadem as 



P^rdz, also no glolje, but the crown itself has the shape of three pinnacles that 
begin to assume the shape of palmettos. His name is most probably Shdh~ 
puhr, and iie belongs to the first ones of the group. 
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Other coins continue to show a cap with a single row of large pearls (fig. It), 



Fig. 17. — Ciown of Hormizd-Oixnies. 
Coin 1^0. 24a. 


to which is attached a pair of eagle’s u’ings, 
the whole surmounted by the striped globe. 
The eagle’s wings on tlie Great Ktishan 
coins are the attribute of the god 
opAAiNo., i.e., VrGrayna, Varhr^n, but the 
name of the king is Hormizd Kush&nsh&h. 
A very similar crown is worn by Hormuzd 
II Shahfinshdh, the difference being simp- 
ly the shape and position of the globe. 
Lastly, there is on several copper coins a 



king (fig. 18 ) wearing a cap, broadening at’ the top, and 
fluted like the cap worn by Narseh Shdhdnshah, nith 
a diadem, and surmounted by a crescent encircling tlie 
o-lobe. The crescent, the symbol of the moon-god Mah 
is one of the most common emblems of the Sasanian 
imperial crowns. It is found alone, udthout a crown, 
only combined with the diadem, on a silver dish of 
which Smirnoff’s atlas shows a drawing ^PL XXXIV, 
5i..i8.-a-o.nofPSr6.il. 62); it was acquired by Sir Alex. Burnes from the 

tre'asC oi to Amirs o£ BadaklrsM. iu 1820 (Sg. 19). Amoag my o™ com 

tliero is one copper piece with to same diadem and 
orescent only, which seems to he pre-Sasanian, and to 
belong to a certain class ot Suh-Amcidan coins from 
to region of Bukhara and Samarkand. Pinally. to 
gold coins of to Mar-w series, which had been 
attributed to Varhrto ffl.. but which I claim as coins 
of Narseh, show to usual crown of Hameh, but like 
his sculpture at Nagsh-i-Bustem, without to large 
nalmettes surmounting to upper edge of the cap, and 
» the coins of Shhphr II ShMrtehhh, of the Marw group, 
R. show, like his small copper ooius with Kushan legen s 

.SUtoDM. the crown 

the usual mural crown of that king, only m 1 

4 -u.an mi the usual Sasanian coins, 
are more numerous than on me 
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The -wliole execution of the eup-sliaped aurei of the first three kings 
is of remarkably good ■workmanship. The composition of tlie figures in the 
circle, the relation botu'een the design and tlie field, are "well balanced. The 
figures are hrll, on the coins of Hormzdc very slim. The coins of the later 
three kings sho'w a total change ; the Avorkmauship. is inferior, the proportions of 
the figures are grotesque, the head -with the croAAui measuring more than half 
the length of the l)ody, and the design fills the ground completely. 

The coins of the first three kings are of one style. There is movement 
in the body, the right hip slightly bent outward, the middle of the body seen 
in three-quarter xjrofile, a remarkable difference in the perspective design of 
right and left shoixlder and arm-])it (a jjrohlem ■n'hich Sasanian art never succeed- 
ed in solving even in its master-pieces), the hands are delicately draAvn, the 
feet seen slightly from aboA'e, Avith clear indication of the heels. All these 
are features fomid again, in more developed form, in the later Buddhist paint- 
ings of Central Asia. The artist AA'ho transformed the type of the Bazod^v 
coins into these Sasanian Kushan coins, Avas a painter, educated in the tradi- 
tion of Graeco-Bactrian art. Ajid there can be little doulit that the coins of 
“ bage Torohranc", the king AAuth the pearl-cap, arc the nearest of all to 
the original, or perhaps the original itself. 

The head is in strict profile, only a little too large. The beard of 
Vorohrane is jiointed, like that of the king of the Ermitage silver dish, 
and of the best Sasanian seals. The beard of Ohromozde is cut round. 
The other heads display the distinctively Sasanian fashion of draAA'ing the point 
of the beard through a narroAV ring, a fashion appearing at first on the 
sculpture of Ardashir I. at Elrdzdbad, and regularly on the sculptures and 
coins of Shhpiir I., Hormizd I.,— not Varhrhn I. — but again AA'ith Varlirfin II; 
and all the following kings ujj to Tazdkirt I. Tlie hair of Vorohrane is 
arranged in parallel plaits, like that of Yarhrhn I., and, before him, of Ardashir 
I. and Narseh. The same coiffure is worn by the other Vorohrane with the 
ram’s horns, by the king with the crescent, and by the last Vorohi-ane 
with the zigzagged croAAii. It becomes rare among the Sasanids after Varh- 
rhu I. ; for the coiffure chosen by Shfipfir I., the bushy curls, rejilaee it, 
as it dees among, the Kushan kings. One copper coin of Ilormzde in my posses- 
.sion is exceptional in showing this king Aidth tlie plaits ; the same change appears 
among the coins and sculptures of Karseh. The coins of Ohromozde exhibit 
their inferiority to those of Vorohrane mainly in the head on the obverse, 
which on these coins is encircled by a halo. The coins of the third king 
Hormzde have lost the bending of the hip, and though the whole figure 
has become more slim and elegant, it is noticeable that it is copied from 
the Ohromozde coins. 

These slight differences in style and attributes are much more pronounced on 
the reverses. On the coins of Vorohrane Siva’s head is in three-quarter profile, 
and the upper part of the body is covered by a transparent garment that 
discloses the naturalistic modelling of the muscles ; the bull, too, is designed in 

£ 
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the same .style. The devices of both sides stand on a base line. Already on 
the coins of Ohromozde, the head, which is provided vdth a halo, begins to turn 
fi’om the three-quarter profile to full front-view, the muscles of the body are 
exaggemted and at the same time treated in an abridged manner. The 
change is much more marked on the , coins of Hormzde; the three-quarter 
profile is entirely abandoned, the figure of the god becomes very slim, 

no muscles are shown through the thick garment, every detail is reduced 

to conventional, abridged forms, and there is no feeling for spatial depth. 
It is the same with the bull. The Greek tradition is quickly vanishing. 
‘The halo assumes sometimes the shape of two large ears, the face resem- 
bles that of prehistoric idols, and the base-line disappears. 

The fire-altar does not change its pre-Sasanian type. The flames on the 
-coins of tlm first Vorohrane are like a scroll-work, rising on both sides 

of the hand; on the coins of Ohromozde and Hormzde on one side only. 

On the later coins they reappear on both sides, but in a clumsy fashion. 
The first coins show over the fire a trident, ending in a small crescent, and 
with two appendages. The swastika and one dot stand between the legs ; 
"three dots, the cliintdmani, under the arm-pit ; the tri-ratna combined with 
the dharma-chakra, to the 'right. The coins of the two Hormizds have the 
same symbols. The three later kings have a similar trident, the appendages 
resembling the snakes on the wand of Asklepios, The swastikas have disappeared ; 
the chintdmani looks lilce part of the armour, or of the hilt of the sword; 
instead of the tri~raina symbol there is another one, viz. that of the I^ieolo seal 
which enters into the great number of Sasanian monograms, sometimes with 
the addition of a six-rayed star or other emblems. Thus, the -symbols in the 
field of the reverses clearly separate the two groups of these gold-coins. 

In the general style of the two subsidiary groups the change is complete. 
Whereas in the first much of the ground is left free, the later coins have 
the whole surface filled. The figures of god and king have become broad 
and short, the bead unduly large. Thus the style of the devices and the 
style of the script are in close agreement. 

I now come to two peculiarities that persist throughout this series and 
must be explained without reference to the arrangement of the coins. The 
first is that flames protmde invariably from the shoulders of the king; 
the second, that the top-hair of the god is invariably standing on end. The 
flames from the shoulders are a symbol foreign to Sasanian art. On the 
imperial series of coins the only exception is Yalaghsh, who at the same 
time adopts the palmettes below the bust, obligatory on the Hephthalite coins. 
But all his successors attach a pair of small crescents to their shoulders. ■ 
The attaching of symbols to the shoulders therefore begins only with the 
third period of Sasanian art. On the other hand, it is quite common on the 
Great Kushan -coins. Ooemokadlihises, Kanishka, Huvishka and Bazodev all 
have tlie shoulder flames, and the last two add thereto the halo. The rayed 
halo of hrihro encircles shoulders as well as head, the ' crescent of Mao rises 
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from the shoulders, the flames of Athsho protrude behind the upper arms, 
shoulder and head. This is the old Oi-iental, the Sumerian way of adding 

divine attributes to figures, and we must suppose that G-raeco-Bactrian art 

has here re\'ived a feature long forgotten in the West. The meaning of the 
flames is quite clear; tliey symbolize the J^ran-yjoarreh, the Iranian glory, 
and to prove it, the best specimens of coins representing the god yvarrdh^ 
in Kushan Farro, give him the same fliimes. In Buddhist art we find the 
same symbol given to Buddha when represented preachmg, and sometimes 
to meditating monks and faqirs. 

The other feature, the bristling top-hiiir, belongs to ^iva. It is his 

peculiar characteristic already on the Great Kushan coins. In Buddhist art 

it is the attribute of malevolent gods or demons, some of whom also have 
the trident, e.g., Mahiikflla, Garudas and Vajrapfinis. It symbolizes the terrify- 
ing aspect of Siva. 

Before jn-oceeding to discuss the historical evidence for or against my 
arrangement of these coins, I must here add some remarks about the device 
on the copper issues. 

On a unique copper specimen in my possession, which I attribute to 
Shfipur I, the Reverse reproduces that of the cup-shaped aurei (Rig. 20) 




Fig. 20.— Coin l^o. 2 : Shaptir Kiisli&nsh&li. 

The obverse shows a god on the throne. It is a god and not the king 
himself; for he holds the Sasanian corona with the long ribbons in his 
hand, — a well-known subject often repeated in Sasanian sculptures — and it 
is the prerogative of the god to hold and to bestow on the king tliis 
symbol of royalty, which became the coat-of-anns of Shapur I. Besides, 
the god has the rayed halo, the attribute of Mithra, on the Great Kushan 
coins and on the Sasanian sculptures. Hence, we must call the seated god 
Mithra, Next come four coins, two of them in the British Museum, 
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two 'in iny own possession, of which the obverse shows the bust of the 

same king {cf. fig. 16) the reverse (fig. 21) a 
god enthroned under a dais. Again it is a god, 
notwithstanding that the device almost exactly 
reproduces the great sculpture of Sh^phr I. at 
Shhpfir, and that the god wears the same 
crown as the king; but he has the square 
long beard, and the plaited hair, never met 
with on the sculptures and coins of Shdpur, or 
on the obverse of the coins in question, while 
both features belong to the god Hormizd oii 
the sculptures of Ardashir I., and Sh&pur I. 
And it is. the crown of the god Hormizd, with 
the three large pinnacles, the turreted or mural 
crown, that had been adopted by Ardashir I. 

Pig. 2i.-'-Coia No. 3b. and Shapin’ I, and that constituted the ’ main 

part of almost all the later Sasanian crowms. And, once more, the god holds 
the corona in the right hand. Hence we must call him Hormuzd. 

The famous silver drachm of Pdrdz, of the Marw class, shows on the 

reverse the king adoring before a 
seated god (fig. 22). It is a non- 
Sasanian type, derived from the 
representation of Zeus enthroned, as 
on the Graeco-Bactrian coins of 
Antialcidas and Hermaeus, the Saka 
coins of Manes, Spalirises, Azilises 
and Gondofares, a device which 
under Kanishka had assumed the 
signification of the Indian moon-god 
Manaobago. On the coin of P^rdz, 
the god still clearly preserves the 
Zeus-type, but his only attribute are 
the flames that protrude, as on the 
older coins with Athsho on the re- 
verse, from the upper arms, shoulders 

Pig. 22. — Peioz I adoring before Buddha. and behind the head of the god. 

In Buddhist art, these flames are the attribute of Buddha, cf. Gruawedel 
AUbpddMst. Knltstatten in Chines. Turkestan, figs. 339-41 and 351-64 from 
Min-Oi, portraying the Buddha preaching, with the shoulder flames combined 
with the round halo behind the head, and the oval halo behind the whole 
body, and figs. 620 and 621 from Murtuq, which are much more Chinese in 
style! These flames are, as a matter of fact, the origin of that oval halo 
behind the Buddha of which there are numberless examples, and which in 
certain representations preserves the flame motif down to the latest period. 
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Li spite of liis Greek appoaraiice, the seated Zeus is meant to represent 
Buddlia, in accordance uitli the iegend, n-liich, correcting my former reading, 
is to be read: 

o3L5n3i2J, Biilda yacde, “Buddha the god.” The s of yazde is written 
ill a reverse direction, as often on coins, but it is a g and not a 7 i, and I 
rejilaces the first d, ‘as is clear from the good impressions the British Museum 
was kind enough to send me, and from a repeated study of the originals. 
This change of d into I supports my reading; for it is the regular change 
in the East-Iranian dialects. Thus, we have APOOASIIO from Drmodsp, 
and Balaklislidn from Badakitslidn, and we may compare also, though it is 
not the name but only an appelatiou of the Buddha, the Sale, gyastcam gyasta 
halysa {i.e., yastdnu yasia halza). 

The entire type of this P6r6z coin is repeated on another silver piece 
of llormizd vnznrg Knulicin Slidh in the collection of tlie Inslitut des Langiies 
Orientalcs de St. Beiershoarg, where Markoif — recognized only the first two 
letters of the word ML ICY, and also on a small copper coin of the same 
king in the British Museum. 

The normal reverse of the copper coins shows a special shape of fire- 

altar (fig. 23) with tlie royal ribbons, and, 
instead of the flames, the upper part of the 
body of the god Hormuzd, holding in the 
left hand the long sceptre as on the coins 
which portray him enthroned, and in the 
right the Sasanian corona. The crown of the 
god is in no case preserved, but we should 
expect the mural crown. Lastly, there are 



FIO. as.— Fire-altar yiih full buBt of Hormizci. ^ auotlier fire-altar on the 

Com No. 2Ja. 

reverse, (fig. 24') known from the coins of Ardashir I., with the bust 



of Hormizd, without arms, a 2 )peariug in the 
flames. Elsewhere I have exifiained that it 
is Hormizd and not, as it is quite arbitrarily 
called, a '‘Jar war". These details, however, T 
may reserve for the catalogue of coins at the 
end of this article. 

After having thus examined the palseogra- 
phic and numismatic evidence of the coins, the 
task remains to collect the historical evidence 
we possess, and to see how far it agrees. 


Pig, 24.— Fire-altar of Ardashir type, with jiqj. the quotation of the sources I may be 
bust. Coin No. 27. 
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allowed to refer here to Chapter III of my Pailmli-hook, and I shall take 
this opportunity of adding some corrections to the picture of the early 
history of the Sasanian empire which I tried to delineate there. 

We do not know much about events in Eastern Iran during the 3rd 
centuiy A.D. Ardashir I (224;-241 A.D.), after having established his rule in 
the West, is said' to have made victorious camx)aigns against Sijistan and Gurgan, 
pursuing his conquests from there to Aparshahr (mod. Khoras&n) Marw, 
Balkh, Khw&,rizm and to the utmost limits of (ancient) Khor&s^. After 
the conquest he resided for a while in Marw, ajjparently to organize the 
administration of the newly conquered j)i’ 0 ''^i^ces, and returned from there 
to Ardashir-khurrah, and after a last campaign on the Arabian side of the 
Persian Gulf, he took up his residence at Gtesiphon, appointing his son Shapur 
co-regent and successor even during his life-time. This account of Tabari 
has been called in question, but without sufficient reason. To the various 
documents that confirm some of the details, I want to add here the true 
reading of the legend of a small official seal in the British Museum, 
which I failed to recognize in my Paikuli-book. The legend rims. 

objhAioAjij 2r222yo£)2a£>?i2Q2p22b3 darinik IT 

puny(fi)t artaj'satr dar hamark(a)re " the accountant of the Government of 
Darinik and Punyfit-Ardashir.” 

We must ndmire the extraordinary acumen of J. Markwart in having 
postulated this form of the name of al-Kha'fct from the deformed renderings 
of Syr. ENT, Arm. P'aniatrsir, Arab. and ^|ly. 

Darinik is the island, called to-day Darin, Punyfit- Ardashir the official name 
of the mainland of Bahrain. The nomination of Shapur as co-regent is 
attested by the unique drachm of the British Museum, which gives to him 
the complete title of his father, but not yet the crown. This drachm of 
Shapur I. with the helmet ending in an eagle’s head, must belong to the 
very last year of Ardashir’s reign, 240-1 A.D. Ardashir had several sons 
and brothers who occupied certain provincial governorships. 

Shhpiir I., 241-72, was crowned on the 20th of March, 242. On that very 
day his younger brother P4r6z introduced to him the prophet Mani, bom in 
215-6 in Iraq, and on the same day began Mani’s first public preaching 
in Gtesiphon. His preaching in the West must have begun before that 
time, and must have attracted the attention of Pdr6z there. The Pahlavi 
book on the “ Totows of Iran” attributes the “foundation of Mosul,” that 
is, the establishment of the Government of Ndt-Ardashir, to a prince “ Pdr6z 6 
Shahpuhrakan.” We do not know of any such P§r6z, and as the name of 
Mosul proves that the Government was established there by Ardashir, the brother 
of Shapfir is mistaken here for a son of Shapur, instead of Ardashir. Then 
P6r6z was the first N6t-Ardaiiran-Wi, a title which liad been mentioned in 
the Pahlavi Ayinnamah, a kind of Iranian Notitia BignitaUm. He must 
have made the acquaintance of Mhni there. In 262 A.D., the Manicbteans 
appear openly in Garamcea, a district of Mosul. As we knoiv that Mhni 
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transferred (ho ])liice of his jiroachijig to the East during Shft.i)i'lr’s reign and 
Jatcr on lied to an Eastorji foreign country, it is im])rohahlo that the year 
2G2 xnarks the first proiviganda in Ganiunea ; on the contrary, this district 
seems to have heen the theatre of his first. te.aching heforo 2t2, ivlion P^rdz 
was governor of tin* province. After the accession of SliApiir, Mdni Avent to 
propagate his religion in the East, tlic reason evidently being that, his pro- 
tector Pelt')/, luul hccume. governor there. The coins of Perdz KushdnshiMi 
show the prince adoring hefoiti Enddha. This “ niazda-Avorshipjiing god’’ 
must have been of unusual religious tolerance. About, the year 2r)2 events in 
Khonisan conijadlcd Shapiir I to rai.se the siege of Xisihis and to go there in 
person. Ife may have “founded’' the town of XewsliAhpuhr at that time 
(if it was not Sliapdr T1 ivlio did so). At any rate the building of the famous 
bridge over the Hare Pud at Piishang near Herat, atfrllmled to him, must 
(late from that oceasion. Ho restored tlie situation in KhonVsAn, returned to 
Xisihis and took the. town. Tiie year 252 A.T). uiupiestionahly marks jin im- 
jirrtant change in the Government of KliorasAii, which is expressed on the coin.s 
hy the change of titles from viuinv/ lOisihi-.^ah to oimn'ff Ktlsau-sahnmtih ; an 
increase in the authority of the prince-governors. TJie fall of X’isihis was 
followed hy that of Halra; thi' last king of that interesting Arab town in 
the Hesopotainian dost'rt, Hai/an, is said to liavo made a ghazd into the 
.S.iwad (Pci'S. Snrestan), while Shaiifir was ahs(;nl in tlie East, and to have 
taken [in'stiner a niece of the king, danghfei- of hi.s lirothor Xarseh, who 
a]»p*ars in the Paikuii inserijition ami must liave been Surcsttin-shrih at that 
fime, Avherc.'is IVtoz iiad hc‘'n Xdt-.\rdasliiran-shah. The chronielos further 
relate that Slitqa'ir I. nominated liis son Hormizd governor of KlionlsAn, i.e., 
vnznrg Kdsiin-ddh, and lliat he made Iiim his .succes.sor before he died. 

Hormizd T reigned only one year and ten day.s, 272-3 A.H. As 
O'^omas'tcs he is mentioned hy Trchclliu.s- PoUio in his father’s Roman 
cimiiaigns. He may have acquired his surname T.B, read X’lil'W, “the 

Yaliant " there. 'J'hf; strange .short, word ajijiears in the Hajjiahad inscription 
a.s g3» or _jf, and is the XP. oh.'jolelo irord nrw, whence i.s derived 
HCfcuZ'. X"!’, •-X’l j, and moreover veio'th'il; , written half idcograimnatically 
XP. But Hormizd is also said to have consolidated and extended the 

.Sasanian rale in the Bist. it lias never been sufilciently emphasized that 

neither Ardashir L, nor SliApar T., hut this Hormizd is considered by the 
Kdrnthnah c Arla//7r as the true founder of the unit.y and monarchy of 

Iran. Thi.s must refer to his succe.ssful work in Khorasan. (Perhaps only 
a motif of an old .saga t). An isolated notice that he waged Avar there, is 

found in iAfasTidi's Avorks. Hence, from the historioil evidence, Ai'e must 
expect to find coins of Hormizd folloAving those of .Peniz someAvliere between 
252 and 272 A.H., but the material is too scanty to ailoAv us to knoAV 
A\-hcther he Avas KAshfmshah during the Avliole tAventy years or only during 
qiavt of them. The siHcr drachm in the collection ot the hisiiitd des Langues 
■Oi'ientales at Peter.sburg, Avhich belongs to one Hormizd vnzurg KUdn 

mMnWi, reproduces on the obverse the design and the legend of the 
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Eawlinson aureus of Hormizd in tbe BritisJi Museum, and on tlie reverse 
the device of the Pdrdz drachm; the hing adoring Buddha. There can be no 
betfei numismatic pi oof lor the ideniification of the Hormizd of these coins 
with the later Hormizd I. 

He was succeeded by his brother Varhrhn I (273-76). We do not know 
whether he was an_ elder or a younger brother of Hormizd. The fact that 

he succeeded him, is not conclusive. And the other fact, that his son 
and his grandson, Varhr&n II and III, succeeded him before his younger 
brother Harseh usurped the throne, speaks more in favour of his being 
the eldest of all the sons of Sh^pur I. hfarseh, who erased the name of 
Varhrdn I on his sculpture at Shdpur, and replaced it by his own 
name, and w/io seems to have caused the mutilation of the same sculptm-e 
and the adjoining one of VarhrSn II, must have had a special reason to 
hate the family of his brother, and may be, the simple notice, that Shapfir 
] nominated Hormizd as Jiis successor conceals an irregular succession, an 
exclusion of Varhran I., in favour of the hero of the Khrn&^makd Artakhshir, 
Hormizd, with the result that Harseh claimed a better right than 
Varhran I to succeed Hormizd. Of the events during VarhiAn the fii'st’s 
short reign we hear almost nothing. The prophet MAni was executed in 
276-7. MAni had propagated his religion under the protection of PArdz in 
HhorAsAn. He fled farlher east before Shainlr J, more probably to Central 
Asia than to India. This must have been after the change of the 
government of KhorAsan in 252, and since Hormizd I appears on his coins 
as KuslAnshah, protecting Buddhism like his p)i'6decessor Per6z, he seems 
to have been even as tolerant, and we might infer tliat there was still 
another KAshanshah after Hormizd under Sbapur I, who persecuted the 
Manichaeans by order of ShApAr I. This ought to have happened approxi- 
mately during the last ten years of Shapur’s reign, and we might assume 
that MAni’s flight took place from 262 to 272 A. I). He returned after the 
death of ShApAr I, we do not know whether under Hormizd’s short reign 
or under VarhxAn I, and he is said to have tried to convert that king. 
But he failed, a public disputation was held, MAni was defeated and 
executed. 

Varhran II (276-93) was the son of VarhrAn I. Vopiscus, the Latin 
author of the life of the Emperor Carus, says that, in the yeai- 283 A.B. 
VarhrAn was occupied hy a “domestic rebellion,” and in 291 a Homan 
rhetor Mamertinus alludes to these events of the near past, saying, that the 
rebellion of his brother Ormies, le., Hormizd, who was supported against 
the king by tbe Saka, KAshAn and Gelan, and hence was at least vuiau’ff Eiimn- 
sah, caused VarhrAn II to make a disadvantageous peace with B-ome, 
ceding, although the sudden death of Cams at Ctesiphon and the 

absence of bis successor Hiocletian in Western Europe did not necessitate 
such a cession — Armenia and Mesopotamia to Borne. The policy of the king 
was clever, for the Eomans were to leave Ctesiphon, and, as we learn from 
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"the Armenian Agathias, who nsed for his history a copy of the official 
•'documen1;S in the royal archives, he restored not only peace in the East, as 
■ihn Qaiaiha states, but he conquered the whole of Sakast&n and made 
his son Varhran III, SaJcdusdh. It has always been the prerogative of the 
heii' apparent to be governor of the latest conquest, the most important 
possession. Sakast&n, including the whole North-West of India, became a 
more imiiortant province even than the Khshan country, and we must expect 
to recognize this great change in the ElushS.n coinage. This happened in 
.284 A.D., and we certainly must not look for YarhiAn III. Sakanshhh among 
the Kiishim coins. A fact to be noted, but one which Noeldeke must 
have overlooked, is that the passage in Agathias excludes every doubt 
about Yarhrhn III. Sakansh&h being the son of Yarhran II., and not of 
Hormizd I. 

After his father’s death in 293, Yarhran III. succeeded, unwillingly, as 
we are told, but was dethroned after a reign of only four mouths by his 
grand-uncle Narseh, son of Shhpur I. I have already mentioned the fact 
that the aurei attributed to Yarhran III. belong to Narseh, and possibly 
all the silver drachms likewise; at any. rate I know of two of the latter, on 
which the name of Narseh is legible : one in London, one in Lenin- 
grad. On the other hand, these two coins of Narseh, lilce the third one in 

i;he Bartholomaei collection, belong to the Marw class, and, as they bear the 

■full imperial titles, we must accept them as a proof that from Narseh’s 
time ouTiwards the governors of Kushhn had no longer the privilege of issuing 
gold coins. I feel much inclined to claim likewise the aureus of Yarhran 
II. in the British Sluseum for the Marw class, although its legend is 
not arranged in tlie same way as on the Kushhn coins, but because it 
has the symbol of the three dots, the chintdmani of the Kush'an coins, and 
because it presents a striking similarity to another coin of Yarhrhn II., an 
unusual silver denomination on which I read the yford MLKY, Shah than 
on the altar shaft. Y^hether that be right or not, we should expect 
'that the Khshan governors lost the privilege of gold coining in the year 
284, when the heir to the throne was appointed Sakanshah, and no longer 
Kushanshhh, Erom Narseh onwards, the gold coinage of Marw is issued 

-in the name of the Shhhiinshhh, and this continued probably under 

Hormizd II., though the evidence, tlie solidus of .the Berlin cabinet, is not 
quite conclusive, and certainly under Shhpur 11., of whom we have a gi’eat 
number of gold coins with the mint-name Shahikan and the full imperial 
title. 

Narseh ruled from 293 to 302. In opposition to my former view, I must 
lay stress here upon the new fact, that the internal war of 293 did not lead 
to the loss of Sakastan. This great realm continued to form an integral 
part of Mn. Eor, of the two Fahlari inscriptions of Persepolis that I had 
leisure to decipher in 1923, the first is written in 'the year 11 (?), i.e., 
.'310-11; of Shhpur II., by Shapur SakSnshah, an elder brother of the infant 
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of SMpftr II. of the Marw class, and his copper coins of the Balkh class, 

must belong to the first part of his reign. Not only the aurei, but the 

copper coins also are issued in the name of the ShSh&nshah. All the coins, 
therefore, of the Sasanian governors or Kush&,nsh&hs must be older than 
Shdpdr II. And, as a general rule, vre can infer from these historical 
investigations that the copper and silver coinage extends over the years 226 
to 309, and that the gold coinage of the Balkh type is probably limited 
to the years 252 to 281, or 293. 

Combining now the palseographical, archmological, and historical evi- 
dence, I propose the following arrangement of the Sasanian Kush^n coins: 

1. Supposing that the drawing reproduced by H. H. Wilson in his 

Ariana Antiqua XTII, 12, is reliable, that coin, found at BeghiAm, nith the 
bust of a king' on the obverse, and a fire-altar of the Ardashir type with 
bust in the flames on the reverse, with traces of a Kushan legend, is the 
oldest of the whole series, to be dated ab. 230 A.D., because the crown of 
the king, although partly efPaced, has exactly the outline of, and can only be 
understood as, the peculiarly shaped, mural crown found exclusively on the 
first sculptures of Ardashir I. at FiruzSbad and Naqsh-i-Eajab. 

2. The copper coins which show on the Obv. the bust of a king with 
the mural crown, the pinnacles resembling palmettos, and on the Eev. the- 
god Hormizd enthroned under a dais, with a Kush&n legend probably con- 
taining the name ponopo or poBopo and one unique aes with the Obv. of 
the cup-shaped aurei, and the god Mithra enthroned on the Eev., belong to 
Shapfir son of Ardashir I., before he became coregent, hence between 230 and 
210 A.D. 

3. The tw'o drachms of the Marw class with the bust of Pdrdz on the 
Obv., the king in adoration before Buddha on the Eev., and a few copper 
coins with the bust of the same king and with a fire-altar of the Arda- 
shir type on the Eev. (the legends in Pdrsik are completely effaced) belong 
to Perdz son of Ardashir I., under Shaphr’s reign from 242 to 252, the year 
in wEich Shhpur effected a radical change in the administration of 
KhorSs&n. 

4 The two aurei of the Ermitage and the British Museum, with the 
name ho'{9 Vorohrand, the cap beset with two rows of pearls and surmount- 
ed by the flower-like globe, and two copper coins of the same king, with 
Parsik legend, the bust of the king on the Obv., the fire-altar with the 
full bust^of Hormizd on the Eev., belong to a Sasanian prince Varhrhn,' 
unknown to us, brother or cousin of Shapdr I,, ab. 252-255. 

I have fully explained the reasons which induce me to consider these 
coins as the oldest and as the prototype of all the later aurei. And, al- 
thou'^h from the historical evidence I should much prefer not to insert any 
coins” between tliose of Pdr6z and Hormizd I., because believe that the 
year 262 brought the change of the title from mzwy Kiisdnsah to vttznrff 
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Kiisan Mhdns&h, I do not see any possibility of putting aside tbe numisma- 
tic evidence ; the more so as the full title, ivhich we find on several 
coins of the Marw class, appears only once among the whole number 
of the cup-shaped aurei, and the argmneiitum cx silentio, therefore, has no 
force, 'the other possibility, to which I have alluded above, viz., of assigning 
these coins to Varhrhn I. and regarding Varhran as the elder brother of 
Hormizd, on the assumption that he might have preceded his brother in the 
government of Khor&san, leads to numerous difficulties. Por instance, 
one consequence would be, that we should have to assign the coins of the 
second Yorohrano KushSnshSh to Varhr&n II., who can only have held the 
office under VarhrAn I.’s reign (2/3-70), and whose coins are evidently later 
than those of Hormzde, who is inseparable from Ohromozdo, and who in this 
case ought to be dated later than tbe second Yorohrano, viz., under Yarhr&n 
II. (£76-84). We have, in fact, to distribute the coins of three Yarhrans, 
and Tve have only two Shahanshahs of that name at our disposal, since 
Yarhrfm III. SakanshMi must of course be left out. Hence, we are compelled 
to assume one unknown Varhran, and although I consider this to be the 
weak point of my arrangement, I cannot see ■ any serious objection against 
my assumption, and I prefer this arrangement to any other possible one; 
for, as we shall see, all the other conditions required by x>aheograj)hical, 
archseological and historical evidence are fulfilled, while every other arrange- 
ment leads to many improbabilities. 

6. The Balkh coins of Ohromozdo and the Marw coins of the same 


layd Ohrmizdd vnzurg Kusdn idhdnsdJi, with the helmet ending in a lion’s 
head suimiounted by the globe, belong to Hormizd I. (ab. 265-264). The 
precise date is doubtful because there are no exact historical indica- 
tions for these years, and they are only calculated according to the 


number of existing coins. I know and have studied 5 Balkh aurei, two 
aurei of Sasanian type, Marw class, one silver drachm of the Marw class 
with the bust of Hormizd on the Obv. and the king before Buddha on 
the Bev.,— this being the coin which is absolutely conclusive for the attiibu- 
tion to Hormizd I., — one copper coin with the same devices and some 

others with the bust of the king on the Obv., and on the Bev. either 
giva and Nandi, or the fire-altar witli the full bust of Hormizd. Ihe 

coins with the bust and with ^iva and Nandi are bilingual. 

6 The cup-shaped aurei of Hormzdo, with the same helmet but with- 
out the -lobe, without diadem, and without the word bayv in the legend, 
helon- to" another governor, who succeeded Hormizd I., and whose existence 
II have postulated on account of the flight of MSnl from it 

must have been he tvho persecuted Manichaeism hy order of Sbapto I. 

The date of the coins would be approximately the last decade of SliApurs 


reign (264-272). 

7. The king Yorohrano 
brother’s reign (272-3). We 
with his bust on the Obv., 


with the ram’s horns is Yarhrftn I., under his 
have only three cup-shaped aurei and three aes 
and the altar with the full bust of Hormizd 
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on. the Rev. One drachm of the imperial series gives him, besides the imperial 
titles, the surname vuzurg Kusdn. To him belongs also the silver dish of 
tlie Ermitage with the monogram (fig. 11), and the title Marmhhvatdy. 

8. The unique aureus of the king with the zigzagged cap, imitating 
the coins of tlie first Vorohrano, and the three specimens of the king with 
the illegible legend and the crown of palmettos, belong to the period of 
Varhrun I (273-276). We must identify this third Vorohrano with Varhran 
II. The numismatic evidence is not clear enough to allow us to say 
Avhich one of the tAVO j)recedcd the other. 

9. The copi^er coins with Parsik legends in the name of Ohrmizdo, shoAving 
on the Obv. the bust with a crown to which a pair of wings and a stri- 
ped globe are attached, on the Rev. the full bust of Hormizd on the altar, 
I ascribe to Ormies-Hormizd, brother of Varhran II, whose rebellion was 
crushed in the year 284. To him I am much inclined to ascribe the uni- 
que aureus of the Marw class in the Bibliotheque Nationale. There are no 
more aurei from this year onwards, because tbe privilege of coining gold, 
came to an end when, after the conquest of SakastSin the heir to the crown 
ceased to be Kuslianshfili. The defeat of Oimies and the conquest of 
Sakastfin mark a date even more important for the history of the Kushfin 
kingdom than the year 252. 

10. Tlie feAV remaining copper coins all belong to the period betAveen 

284 and 309. Their general style corresponds jierfectly with the style of the 
imperial coins and sculptures of those years. Without means of distributing 
the remaining three types other t3an their general style, I should consider 
the unique aes in my possession, with a croAvn consisting of 5 large leaves 
as the first of the group, to be dated under Varhrin II (284-93), Another 
coin published in Ariana Antiqua XVII, 15, seems to be the second in the 
group, to be dated under Narseh (294-302), and the coins of a king P4r6z, 
whom we may noAV call Pdroz II., with the crescent and the globe over 
a cap, may belong to the reign of Hormizd II (302-09). One copper coin 
in the Calcutta Museum, attributed to Shapur III. by V, Smith, belongs 
either to the same Per6z II., or is a fourth type of the same group. 

And, as the years 284-309 are rather a long space of time for the few 

types of copper coins, we may expect that other types will turn up in 

the future. The Rev. of these coins shows the altar either Avith the full 
bust of Hormizd, or with a bust appearing in the flames. The more inter- 
esting devices of the period seen on the cup-shaped aurei have disappeared. 

11. Harseh and probably Hormizd II. had already issued gold coins of 

the Marw class under their own names, contemporary Avith- the copper 
coina^^e of their governors. ShS,pur II not only coined his own aurei. but 
under° his reign the copper coins of the governors likewise ceased. Besides 
a considerable number of his aurei of the Marw class, we possess a 

number of copper coins, belonging to him, with the simple Khshan legend 
Shohoro and with the fire-altar of the Ardashir type on the Rev., the altar 
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wliicli is also found on half of Ms imperial coins. One aes, p 
Bartholomaei-Dorn (VII, 8) merits special attention ; for it reprodi 
the copper coins with KdshAn legends, but the legends are 
those on the Marw coins in PM’sik. 

12. To the description of the Sasanian KusliSn coins I add 
uite drachms imitating the coins of Shh,pur II’s middle periorl 
the symbol X and with Kush^n legends, and moreover some • 
tations of imj)erial Sasanian coins of Varhr^n IV, and Varhr" 
are clearly distinguishable from their prototypes, and display a 
similarity among themselves as well as with the Chionite imitat 
coins of Shhpur II. The two coins of Yarhr&n V bear the 
MLKY : Marw e Sh^hikan. 

TMs memoir was wi'itten in 1926. Since then a paper ' 
Batailles, ‘Notes sur la numismatique des Koushans et des Kousha 
sanides ’ has been published in Aretlmsa, 1928 fasc. 18. Among the cci 
and which have been presented by M. Hackin to the Cabinet < ^ 
there is pi. III 9 one unknown aureus of Ilormizd, pi. Ill 11 
specimen of Hormizde Great Kushan Shhhanshah, n. 9 d of 0 ’i 
with Kushiin insr. 8 ; a second specimen of our n. 12 AE Horm 
Buddha on pi. Ill 13; duplicates of our aurei 7, 21, and 2 
more AE of P6r6z II with the crescent. The classification of th 
III 9 is difficult. But there is nothing that would require a cb 
arrangement. I may add, that I purchased another specimen of 
9 with the mint-name Balkh, found in NW Persia near Ai-rV 
second specimen of the unique drachme of Mithradates mentit. 
fig. 1, showing little more of the fourth letter of the word A 
great probability error for TIOC. 

E. Vasmer, in Nwn. Citron. Eifth Ser, vol. VIII ‘Sassania 
the Ermitage’ has set forth the view that the coins until thoi 
to Varhrhn III, as a matter of fact belong to his successor Na.. 
wMch is perfectly convincing. The sculpture of Naqshi Eustam, 
a certain time I felt inclined to attribute to Varhran III beic 
Narseh. 
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6 : Gunninc. 
ham. 
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c: Calcutta. 


no. 0 « : author, 
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Honnzde under Shapur I 


Varhran I under Ilomiir 
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ham. 

I : Parruclc, 
no. 10 a fee: Prit. i 
Mu 8. 

h : Cunning- 
ham. 


no. 24 a : author. 

6 : As. Soc. I3cn- 
feol 

cdjd: Prit. Mus, 
c : Calcutta. 


no. 27 : author; 
unique. 
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Meta], 




Ko. j 

Weight and 

Obverse. 

Keverso. 

Eefcrences. 


Size. 


• 


1 


JE 


Period of Ardasfair I. 


Bust of king to jigit, cron^n 
in outline and obliterated, 
interior design similar to 
mural crown of the first 
period of Axdasbir I ; busby 
curly bair, point of beard 
drawn tbrougb ring. 
Legend lost. 


Pire-altar of tbe type of Arda- 
shir 1 ; flames in wbicb 
appear traces of bust. 
Grenetis. Legend in Greek 
Kusban, No. 1. 


Shapur 1 under Ardashir I, about 230-240 A. D. 


2 


56 grs. 
0*7 inch. 


Full length figure of king stand- 
ing to left, right band point- 
ing down towards small 
fire altar, from which flames 
Uke scrolls are protruding ; 
left bolds trident ; full ar- 
mour, loose trousers. 

Traces of Kusban legend No. 

2 . 


God seated on throne, head 
in profile, middle body de- 
faced, legs half profile, ray- 
ed halo of Mitbra, busby 
hair; left arm crosses breast, 
bolding corona with broad 
fillets ; right below seems 
to touch hilt of sword ; loose 
trousers, fillets at ankles. 

Grenetis. 

Kushan legend No. 2. 


3 

a: 

b: 


c: 

& 

d: 


2E 

40 grs. 
0*72 inch 
45*5 grs. 
0*72 inch 
Casts of 
specimens 
in 

B.M. 


Bust of king to right ; crown 
of 3 pinnacles shaped bke 
palmettes, surmounted by 
large pearls ; diadem with 
fillets below, busby hair, 
point of beard drawn 
tbrougb ring ; ear-ring, 
necklace of pearls, bust 
cut in form of four lobes. 
Indistinct sign in field in 
front of face, Grenetis. 


Parsilc legend begins at left 
shoulder. No. 1-5. 


God Hormizd in full front 
view on throne under dais 
supported by 2 columns, 
with crown Hke that of king 
on Obv, but long square 
beard and hair in plaits ; 
naked upper part of body ; 
sceptre in left, corona with 
fillets in right band ; to tbe 
right, perhaps, small figure 
of adoring Idng. In field 
below, to left, four-lobed 
flower, Grenetis, 

Parsllc legend, Nos. 1-5. 


Shapur I Co-regent,; 241 -242 A. D. 


4 


JR 


50 grs. 


Bust of king to right ; helmet 
vdth top bent forward, end- 
ing in eaglets bead j diadem 
with fillet at lower edge ; 
ears covered, busby bair, 
point of beard drawn 
through ring. 

Paisik legend begins behind 
helmet, No. 6. 


Pire-altar of Shapur I type, 
with two identical, figures 
looking outwards, both with 
mural crown, hence divine ; 
long sceptre in outer hand, 
inner hand on liilt of dagger. 

Parsik legend No. 7, ^ 


IVilson, Ariana 
A'mliqua^ PI. 
XVII, 12, and 
p. 403, No. 37. 


In possession of 
author ; unique, 
unpubl i s hed ; 
Fig. 20 (text). 
PI. 1. 


a k h: In pos- 
session of au- 
thor. Figs. 16 
k 21. PJ. ]. 
c k d: BM. 
unpublished. 


B. M., unique, 
Thomas, AV 
viismatic Chro- 
nicle, 1882^ XV, 
p. 180, fig. 3. 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 


No. 

Metal, * 




Weight and 
Size. 

j 

* Obverse. 

1 

Reverse, 

References. 


5 


6 

a: 

b: 


63 grs. 
0*97 incli. 


M 

52 grs. 
56 grs. 


Peroz I, son of Ardashir, under Shapur I, 242-252 A, D. 


Bust of king to right ; crown 
in shape of fluted cornice, 
with row of large pearls 
above, diadem with floating 
ends below ; bushy hair, ear- 
ring, necklace ; bust ends 
in three curves. Grenetis. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder No. 8. 


Bust of king to right , crown 
similar to that of Peroz, No. 
5 ; diadem with floating 
ends, bushy hair, point of 
beard drawn through ring, 
ear-ring, necklace. Grenetis, 
Legend lost. 


Same.ldng standing in adora- 
tion before Buddha on 

throne. King in Sasanian 
loose garment, with sword 
at left and dagger at right ; 
right hand pointing towards 
small flre-altar in shape of 
hour-glass ; left hand raised 
in adoration. God on 

throne, head and body in 
profile, knees parted, upper 
part of body seems naked ; 
long sceptre in left, right 
hand on arm-rest of throne ; 
throne seen partly in profile, 
according to Hellenistic 
perspective. Grenetis. 

Parsik legend No. 8. 

Below base-line, crescent. 

Fire-altar of Ardashir type, 
with traces of bust in flames.j 


B. M., two speci- 
mens from same 
die ; Drouin 
Revue NumiS’^ 
maiique 1895, 
111, 13, p. 60 
sq. PI. II, n. 12, 
Herzfeld, Pai- 
hull, PI. A, fig. 
18, p. 44 s. Fig. 
14 (text), PI. L 


a : In posses- 
sion of author, 
unpublished. 

PI. 1. h: Parruck 
Sasanian Coins 
XII, 274. 

Third specimen, 
Hackin ; Mtisee 
Guimet, Unpub- 
lished. 


Bago Vorohrane, under Shapur I, about 252-(256) A. D. 


M 

Cup-shap- 

ed. 


Full length figure of king with 
cap adorned with two rows 
of pearls, surmounted by 
flower-like globe ; diadem 
at lower edge, hair in plaits, 
long pointed beard ; body 
in full armour ; holding tri- 
dent in left, right hand 
pointing down towards 
small fire-altar, probably 
holding ring ; flames pro- 
trude from shoulders, rib- 
bons at ankles. Flames 
of altar like scroll-work. 
Trident ^vith 3 appendages 
and crescent on top over 
altar ; combined trirain a 
and dharma-cliahra symbol 
to right ; swastika and dot 
between feet ; three dots, 
chintdmani, under left arm- 
pit. Base line. Kushan le- 
gend Nos. 3 and 4 ; in second 
line, mint name Balkh. 


Siva standing before bull 
Nandi, on base line. God 
in Sasanian garment, with 
Sasanian diadem ; top-hair 
standing on end ; head f 
profile ; trident in left, noose 
in right hand. Grenetis, 
Kushan legend, Nos. 3 and 4, 
and below' base Greek le- 
gend Nos. 3 and 4. 


a : B. M., Cun- 
ningham. Nu- 
mis7natic GhrO' 
nicle ser, 111, 
vol. XIII, PI. 
IV, 12. Fig. 6 
(text), b, Ermi- 
tage, unpub- 
lished. PI. 1, 
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29 grs. 
0-60 in. 


Baga Vorohrane, under Shapur I, about 252-(256) A. D,—contd. 


AI 

Cup- 

shaped. 


Bust of king to right ; cro\ni Fire-altar, adorned with rib- 
same as 7, hair in plaits, bons, with full bust of Hor- j 

■point of beard drawn through mizd, holding in left long | 

ring; ear-ring, necklace. sceptre, in right corona with i 

Parsik legend begins at left fillet. 

shoulder. Parsik legend No. 9. 

a : No. 9 ; b: No. 10. 

Hormizd I under Shapur I, about (256)-264, A, D, 

i Same as 7, but helmet ending | Same as 7, but halo around 


in lion’s head, surmounted 
by flower-like globe ; hair 
bushy, point of beard drawn 
through ring, halo around 
head. Trident over altar 
without crescent ; to right, 
triratnai sometimes with 
swastika. 

Kushan legend Nos. 5-7. In 
second fine, name of mint 
town Balkh. 

d : Legend No. 8. 


Bust of king to right udth hel- 
met bending forward and 
ending in lion’s head. Crest 
formed by lion’s mane, sur- 
mounted by flower-like 
globe ; small diadem under 
globe, other at lower edge 
of helmet ; curly hair; point 
of beard drawn through 
ring ; ear-ring, necklace- 
bust ends in four curves. 
Parsik legend No. 11. 


head of Siva ; no Sasanian 
fillets ; head of Siva in full 
front riew. 

Legend Nos. 6-8, 


I Fire-altar adorned with Sasa- 
I nian fillets ; left, same Idng 
I adoring, right hand raised, 

' left on hilt of dagger, broad 
fillets behind back; right, 
Mithra with sun rays around 
head, right hand raised 
holding corona, left hand 
on sword. 

Parsik legend same as on 
Obverse ; king’s name in mid- 
! die above, in 2nd line over 
altar name of mint town, 
Sbabikan ”=Marw. 


u .* B. j\I. cast. 
PI.I. 

b : Cunningham, 
Indian Coins^ 
p. 182, 14. 


a : & b : Berlin 
Cabinet, Herz- 
feld, Paihxiliy 
PI. A 21 and 22, 
pp. 48-49. Fig. 
7 (text). PI. II, 
c ; Cunningham, 
Indian CoinSy 
p. 178 No. 3, 
description not 
corresponding 
to fig. PI. IV, 3. 
d : Cunningham, 
Indian Goins y 
p. 179 No. 4, 
inscription PI. 
V, H. 

G : Cunningham, 
Indian Coins, 
p. 179, No. 5, 
same but small- 
er coin ; lost. 

B. j\I., second 
specimen Cun- 
ningham-Tho- 
mas, Numisma- 
tic Chronicle, 
1852, XV, p. 
180; Indian 
Antiqiianj 11 y'ji. 
165 ; Cunning- 
ham, Indian 
Coins, PJ. IV, 
2 ; Slordtmann, 
ZDJIG YlUy 
1856, Pi. V, 6 
and No. 26 ; 
ZmiG XIX 
1865, p. 421; 
XXXIV p. 26 ; 
B, Drouin Pevue 
Archcohgique 
1898, 1 p. 25; 
Hcrzfeld Pai- 
Miy PJ. A. 
Fig. 7 (text). 

pi.n. 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAIT COmS* 



Metal, 
Weight and 
Size. 




No. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

References. 


Hormizd I under Shapur I, about (256)-264, A, D. --contd. 


11 


JR 


Bust of king to riglit, same as 

10 . 

Parsik legend beginning at 
left shoulder, No. 11. 


Same as 5. 

Parsik legend No, 11 ; above 
altar name of mint town : 
Marw. 


Dorn, Berner-- 
Icungen tlber 
Sasaniden Mun- 
zen, St. Peters- 
burg, 1844 ; 
Mordtmann 
ZDMG, 1880, 
XXXIV; p. 27, 
No. 77 ; Mar- 
koff Oat. d. 
monn. Sas. etc. 
de Vinst. des. 
Lang. Or. St. 
Pet e r s b u r g, 
1889, p. 60, n, 
21 ; Drouin, Re-- 
vue Arelieolo- 
gique 1898, p. 
26. 


12 


M 


Bust of king same as 10. 
Parsik legend beginning at 
left shoulder No. 12, 


Same as 5 and 11. 


B. M., Thomas, 
Ntivi is malic 
Chronicle, XV, 
p. 180, No. 9. 


13 

41 : 

b: 


M 

21*6 grs. 
0*6 in. 
30 grs 
0*6 in. 


Same as foregoing. 

Parsik legend a : and b : No. 
12 ; c : No. 13, and possibly 
No. 14. Of. Thomas Nxmis- 
matic Chronicle XV, p, 182, 
fig. 8 ; Prinsep’s In- 
dian Antiquities LI, 165 ; 
Numismatic Chronicle 
series II, Vol. XII, 38. 


Siva standing before Nandi 
bull, as 7 and 9. 

Ktishan legend No. 20. 


a : k 6 : Two 
specimens in 
possession of 
author, PI. II. 
c : B. M., Tho- 
mas Nximis- 
matic Chronicle, 
XV, p. 180, 
No. 11; Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins, PI. 
IV, 6. 


14 


M 


Same bust as foregoing. 
Parsik legend No. 15. 


Pire-altar with full bust like 8. 


a ; B. M.; Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins, PI. 
IV, 7 ; PI. 11. 
b : Calcutta, 
Vincent Smith, 
Indian Muse- 
um Catalogue 
l,p. 223, No. 1, 
Pi. XXIV, 3. 
c; Thomas 
Num i s malic 
Chronicle, XV, 

p. 180 , 10 . 
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Metal, 

] 



Xo. 

Weight and 

Obverse. j 

Keverse. 

Bcferouces, 


Size. 

1 

1 



15 


AT 

Cup- 

shaped, 


Hormizd under Shapur I, about (264)-272 


Like 7 and 9, but helmet with- 
out surmounting globe; 
crest of large pearls, one dot 
to right of altar, swastika, 
and one dot between feet ; 
indistinct other symbol 
between left leg and sword ; 
halo cuts through legend. 

Kushan legend Nos. 9-14, 


Same as 7 and 9, but garment 
of Siva changed ; head of 
bul in full front view ; no 
base line. 

Kushan legend faulty, Nos, 
9-14. 


16 

.a; 


.h: 


.E 

44 grs. 
0*5 in. 
23 gi*s. 
in bad 
condition. 


King standing to left with hel- 
met ending in lion’s head ; 
no globe, no diadem, plait- 
ed hair, point of beard drawn 
through ring, full armour. 
Left hand holding trident, 
right hand pointing towards 
small fire-dltar without 
flames : trident with 2 ap- 


Siva and Nandi as on 7, 9 
and 15, but god full front 
\uew ; garment like 15 ; tri- 
dent in left, noose in right 
band. 

Kushan legend No. 21. 


17 

a: 

to 


iE 

55 grs. and I 
about 0*7 I 
inches. * 


pendages over altar ; swas- 
tika and one dot between 
legs ; chintdmani near hilt of 
sword ; iriraina and circle 
to right. 

Kushan legend No. 21. 

Bust of same king to right, 
with helmet ending in lion’s 
head: no globe, no diadem. 

Parsik legend No. 12. 

Cunningham’s description 
not exact : “ with plume’’ 
instead of without globe.” 
Sometimes the symbol of 
Gondofares and of Shapur ) 
1 on shaft of altar. 


Fire-altar, Ardasliir type with 
bust, same as 1 and C ; no 
legend. 


a: & b: Ermi- 
tage unpub- 
lished. PI. IL 

c / and d : Berlin 
Herzfeld Pai- 
hiU PI. A. Kg. 
8 (text). PI. 
IL 

c -• Ariana Anti^ 
qua, XIV, 17, 
jD. 379, 5. From 
Kabul Valley. 

C u n u i ngham, 
Indian Coins, 
PI. V, E. 

f : B. M,, Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins, PI. 
IV, 3 and V, E. 
Cunningham’s 
description does 

' not agree with 
figure on his 
Plate. 

a : and b : In 
possession of 
author, unpub- 
lished. PI. III. 

c ; and d : Ermi- 
tage casts, un- 
published. PI. 
III. The two 
Ermitage spcci- 
juens arc not 
e.xactly identi- 
cal : bushy hair 
and diadem 
with fillets. 

a :-f : In posses- 
sion of author, 
PI. III. 

g : and // ; Arri- 
ana AnfiqnaVh 
XVII, 16 and 
19, from Begh- 
xam. 

t .• Cunningham , 
Indian Goins, 
PI. IV, 8. 

h ; P a r r u c k. 
Savant an Coins, 
38^ 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 


No. 


Metal, 

. 


Weight and 
Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 


Eeferences. 


Varhran I, under Hormizd I, 272-73. 


18 
a : 
b : 

c : 


A7 
Cup- 
shaped 
121 grs, 
1*3 inch. 


Same as 7, 9 and 15, but crown 
consisting of a pair of rani’s 
horns over a string of pearls 
surmounted by* flower-like 
globe ; diadem below, halo, 
hair in plaits, beard drawn 
through ring, — Trident over 
altar resembling Asklepius’ 
wand ; chintdmani below arm, 
no symbol between feet ; to 
right monogram TQX above 


it, swastika or eight rayed 
star. 

Kushan legend Nos. 15-17. 
On base, mint town Balkh. 


Same as 7, 9, 15, with base 
line; Kushan legend Nos. 


. 15-17, 


a : Ermi t a g e, 
unpublis h 6 d, 
cast. Fig, 9 
(text). PI. III. 
b : Berlin, Herz- 
feld, Paikuli 
PI. A. Fig. 9 
(text). Phni, 
c : B. M,, Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins, PI. 
IV, 15. 


19 


m 


Bust of same king to right. 
Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, Nos, 16 and 17. 


Fire-altar with full bust, same 
as 8 and 14. v 
Parsik legend No. 14. 


a: B. M., Cun- 
ningham, Indian 
Goins, PI. IV, 
16. PL III. 
b: Cunningham, 
Indian Goins, 
PL IV, 17. 
c : B. M., cast, 
unpublished, PL 
III. 


Varhran I. Shahanshah 272-73. 


20 


M 


Bust of King to right ; crown 
with sunxays of Mithra sur- 
mounted by large globe; 
ears and cheek covered, 
hairs in plaits, point of 
beard drawn through ring. 

Parsik legend begins behind 
head of King No. 18. 

Gf, a piece in the Berlin Cabi- 
net with same arrangement * 
of legend in two lines. 


Fire-altar of the t 3 rpe of Sha- 
pur I ; to the left, same king 
with long sceptre and sword; 
to the right male figure with 
same attributes but differ- 
ent crown (god), both look- 
ing outward. 

Parsik legend No. 19. 


Formerly in the 
cabinet of Sub- 
hi Pasha, Con- 
stantin o p 1 e, 
Mord t m a nn, 
ZDMG 1880, 
XXXrV,p. 30, 
No. 82. 


Varhran II under Varhran I, 273-(275). 


21 

A7 

Cup- 

shaped, 

Like 7, 9, 15, 18, but crown 
* consists of cap with zigzag, 
surmounted by flower-like 
globe ; diadem, no halo , 
chintdmani under arm; to 
right same symbol as on 
18 ; above six-raved star. 

Same as 18, double struck . 

Cunnin g li a 01 ^, 
Indian Qoin$, 
PI. lY, 13. Kg. 
12 (text). 

. 


Kushan legend No. 18. 
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No. ] 

Meta], 
Weight and 

Obverse. 


References. 


Size, 


Reverse, j 



22 


AI 

Cup- 

shaped. 


23 


IR 

65 grs. 
1-26 inch. 


Bage M under Varhran I, (275)^276. 


Same as 21, but crown of three 
large palmettes, svu’mount- 
edby fluted globe with large 
fillets ; chintdrmni under 
arm ; to right, symbol of 18 
and 21 over eight-rayed 
' star or over hook, and once 
an indistinct symbol above 
it. 

Kushan legend No. 19. 


Same as 21, double struck 


..♦.rahraa: Foreign imitation* 


Bust of king to right, crown 
same as 22, bushy hair, 
point of beard drawn 
through ring; ear-ring, neck 
lace ; bust below necklace 
formed by leaves of palm- 
ettes, 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, No. 20. 

Cf. the palmettes below the 
busts of the Hephthalites, 

Cunningham, Indiaii Coins, 

PL Yll 3, 5, U, 15 ; PL 

VIII, 3, 14 ; PI. IX, etc. 

Ormies-Hormizd under Varhran II| 276-84# 


24 

M 

a : 

34 grs. 


0-6 inch. 

c : 

33-3 grs. 

e : 

31-8 grs. 


Bust of Idng to right ; crown 
consists of : cap with 
five large pearls and 
diadem at lower edge, 
to which are attached two 
eagle’s wings surmounted 
by a striped globe. Bushy 
hair, point of beard drawn 
through ring; ear-ring, neck- 
lace. Bust ends in four 
lobes. 

Patsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, No. 21. 


Fire-altar with full bust, same 
as 8, 14, 19. 

Parsik legend No. 21. 


Fire-altar of Sasanian type ; 
right and left, attendants in 
peculiar attire, holding bar- 
som wands. 


a : Berlin, Herz- 
fel Paikuli, PL 
A. Fig. 13, PL 
III. 

b : and c : Ermi- 
tage, casts, un- 
published. 

PL IV. 


Calcutta, Vincent 
Smith, Indian 
Museum Cata- 
logue, 1, p. 226, 
No. 2, PL 
XXIV, fig. 8. 


a: In possession 
of author, un- 
published. Figs, 
17 and 22 (text). 
PL IV. 

b : Museum of 
Asiatic Society 
of Bengal ; E. 
Thomas Nu- 
mismatic and 
other Antiqui- 
ties illustrative 
of the rule of the 
Sasanians, 1841 
No. 404=Mor- 
dtmann ZDMGr, 
1880, XXXIV, 
p. 2, No. 79. 
c : and d : B. M,, 
casts. 

e : Calcutta, Vin- 
cent Smith, 

* Indian Museum 
Catalogue, 1, p. 
223, No. 2, PL 
XXIV, fig. 4. 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 


1 

Metal, 1 




No. 

Weight and 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

References. 


Size. 




Ormies-Hormizd under Varhran II, 276-84— 

25 Al Bust of Idng to tiglit ; crown Fire-altar with bust of Hor- Biblio t h e q u e' 

116-7 grs, consists of row of pearls mizd without flames ; two Nationale, Paris, 

0-8 inch, with pair of wings, no globe, attendants with barsom ; M. Dieulafoy, 

but perhaps floating end of no legend. IJart Antique^ 

diadem on top of head ; This coin is mentioned here de la Perse, PI. 

bushy hair, point of beard ' only for comparison. II/ 7. 

drawn through ring : ear- 
ring ; neck-lace ; garment 
richly adorned with pearls. 

Legend illegible on Parruck’s 
Plate, begins at left should- 
er. 

Varhrari II, Shahanshah, 276-293. 

26 AI Bust of king to right ; pure Fire-altar, pure Sasanian B. M,, Parruck, , 

113-5 grs. Sasanian type. type ; king to left, god to Sasanian Cains,. 

0-75 inch. Legend begins behind Idng’s right ; cMntdmani on shaft hTo. 115. 

head. of altar. 


Nameless Governor under Varhran II, 284-293. 

27 M Bust of king to right ; crown Fire-altar of Ardashir type In possession ofr 
6*5 grs. of five large leaves over dia- with Sasanian fillets and author, unique, 

0-7 inch. dem at lower edge, no globe ; bust of Hormizd with ear- unpubl i s h e d. 

bushy hair, point of beard ring and necklace. Similar Figs. 15 and 23 

drawn through ring ; ear- to 1, 6, 17. (text). PI. IV. 

ring. 

Legend lost. 


Narseh Shahanshah, 293-302. 


Normal type of Narseh, crown 
surmounted by 3 large pal- 
mettos, hair in straight 
plaits. 

Normal Parsik legend of 
Narseh No. 22. 


(c) AI 
111*2 grs. 
0-75 inch. 


Bust of king to right, crown 
with 10 leaves, diadem at 
lower edge, surmounted by 
large globe ; small fillet be- 
low globe ; bushy hair, point 
of beard drawn through 
ring. 

Parsilc legend begins at left 
shoulder, No. 23. 

Almost same as 286. Par- 
ruck’s reading of legend is 
not supported by his Plate. 
The word hage is clearly 
visible at same place where 
it stands on Berlin speci- | 
men, so are the first two 
letters of the name. 


High fire-altar of type of Hor- 
mizd Kushanshah No. 10 ; 
between head of adoring 
king (left) and fire, the co- 
rona vith fillets, symbol of 
I Ardashir P, between fire and 

I ' head of god Hormizd (right), 
the word ]\ILKY-MaTw. 

Fire-altar of type of Hormizd 
Kushanshah 10 ; to left the 
Idng standing with barsom, 
to right god Hormizd also 
with barsom. 

Parsik legend No. 23, 


In 1880 at H. 
Hofmann, Nu- 
mismatist, in> 
Paris ; Mordt- 
mann, ZDMG.,. 
1880, XXXIV, 
p. 43, No. 138. 

Berlin, cast, 
Nlitzel, Amtl. 
Berhn a. d. Kgl. 
Kunstsamm Ign.- 
1907-08, p. 212 
sq. 


Same as preceding. No le- B. M., PaiTuclc, 
gend. Sasanian Coins , . 

No. 101. 






KTJSH^No-SASANIAN COESfg. 


49 



29 


M 


Nameless Governor under Narseli, 293-302. 


Bust of king to rigiit ; crown 
of seven lobes surmounted 
by five scrolls, diadem at 
lower edge, no globe. 
Bushy hair, ear-ring, neck- 
lace. Traces of Kushan le- 
gend No. 22. 


Fire-altar of Ardashir type 
with Sasanian fillets and 
beardless head appearing 
in flames with crescent be- 
hind shoulders and perhaps 
on top of head; traces of 
Kushan legend No. 22. 


AVilson Ariana 
Aniiqna, XA^H, 
15, p. 403, No. 
39, from Begh- 
ram. 


Hormizd II Shahanshah, 302-309. 


30 

kl 

Bust of king to right ; crown. 

Fire-altar with two attend- 


Solidus. 

normal shape of Hormizd II, 

ants, normal Sasanian type. 


22-7 grs. 

Legend illegible. 

No legend. 


O-D inch. 

i 

i 


Berlin, Niitzel, 
Amtl. Eer. a.d. 
Kgl. Kunst- 
samm Ign, 

XXXIV, 3 Dec. 
1912, p. 4, No. 1. 


Peroz II under Hormizd II, 302-309. 


31 


Bust of king to right ; crown 

Fire-altar with full bust of 

a: 

29 grs. 

of fluted cap surmounted by 

Hormizd, same as 8, 14, 19, 


0*57 inch. 

large crescent and striped 

25 

b: 

35'7 grs. 

globe diadem below ; hair 

Parsik legend Nos. 24 and 25. 

c: 

31«5 grs. 

in plaits, point of baard 

dx 

23H grs. 

drawn through ring ; ear- 
ring, necklace. 




Parsik legend begins at left 



j 

shoulder, Nos, 24 and 25. 


32 


I 

Very similar to 31 

Same, but so-called “ taurus ” 



symbol on shaft of altar : 
symbol of Gondofares and 
of Shapur I. 




a : In possession 
of author, un*- 
published. Fig. 
18 (text), Ph 
IV. 

h ; Parruck, So- 
sanian Corns, 
Bl. IX, 191. 
c : Parruck, So- 
sanian Goins, 
193, cast, PI. IV. 
d : B. M. 

Calcutta, Vin- 
cent Smith, 
Indian Mnsmm 
Catalogue, p. 
225, No. 3, PL 
XXIV, Fig. 7. 


33a :| 


kJ 


111 grs. 


3Sb:\ 


M 


Shapur II Shahanshah, 309-356. 


Bust of Shapur H to right ; 
mural crown adorned with 
small lobes below pinnacles 
over diadem, surmounted 
by globe : distinguished 
from normal Sasanian type 
by greater richness of 
jewellery. 

Parsfic legend begins at left 
shoulder. No. 20. 

Very similar to a 

Parsik legend No. 27. 


Fire-altar with two attendants, 
t 3 ^pe of Hormizd Kushan- 
shah. 

Parsik legend. Over altar 
liLKY-Marw; small cres- 
cent below. 


Similar to a, but bust in 
flames ; left of attendants 
is king, right god. The 
word rast on shaft of altar, 
AILKY over flames. 

Parsik legend No. 27. 


/ 


Berlin, cast, cf. 
Mordtmann l.c. 
PL 6, Nc. 242. 


Bartholomaei- 
Dorn, PL Yll, 

9. 

Mordtmann, 
2DMG, 1880, 
XXIV, p. 56, 
No. 198. 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 


No. 

Metal, 
Weight and 

Obverse. 

Reverse, 


Size. 




References. 


Shapur II Shahanshah, 309-356— conic?. 


33c; M 
109-2 grs. 


35 M 


Same as a, one dot in field to 
right. 


Fire-altar of Ardashix type ; 
left of flames; small symbol; 
right, SILKY; small crescent 
below. 


Calcutta, Vin- 
cent Smith, 
Indian Musoum 
Catalogue, Part 
II, 224, No. 1, 
PI. XXIV, 6. 


A! 

112-5 grs. 
0-8 inch. 


AI 

115-7 grs. 
I 0-85 inch. 


M 

71-5 grs. 
62 grs. 


Same legend, barbaric ; right In possession of 
of flame in opposite direc- author, unpub- 
tion, to be read from out- lished. PI. IV. 
side, the word MLKY ; 
small crescent below. 


Very similar to d 


Head of Shapur II to right, 
same as 33. 

Kushan legend No. 23. 


Same. MLKY at same place ; 
small crescent below. 


Fire-altar of Ardashir type, 
with ‘‘ taurus ” symbol on 
shaft ; Sasanian fillets ; 
flames without bust, 
Grenetis. No legend. 


Very similar but less j eweUery. 
Parsik legend No. 28. 


Same altar without symbol, 
but same style. 


Ghionite imitations of Shapur II, 258-279. 


60 grs. 

Bust of king with crown of 
Shapur II; to right, symbol 
^ in front of face; crescent 

behind head. 

Kushan legend No. 24. 

Indistinct remains of fire-altar 
with bust of Hormizd in 
flames and two attendants. 
Obliterated because re- 
struck on obverse only. 

M 

Same .... 

Kushan legend No. 25. 

Same .... 

: iR 

64 grs. 

Very similar ; Parruck’s read- 
ing of the inscription as 
Parsik not supported by 
figure on Plate. 

Same .... 


Biblio t h 6 q u e 
Nationale, Paris. 
M. Dieulafoy. 
L^art Antique^ 
PI. II, 8. 

a and h : Wilson, 
Ariana Antigua, 
PL XVII, 13 
and 14. 

c : Cunningham, 
India7i Coins, 
PI. IV. 

d and e : Par- 
ruck, Sasanian 
Goins, PI. XI, 
256 and 257. 

Bartholomaei- 
Dorn, PL VII, 
8 . 


Wilson, Ariana 
Antiqiia, PL 
X^T:, 10; Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins, PL 
VII, 1, from 
Hidda Tope. 

Wilson, Ariana 
Aniiqua, PI. 
XVI, 9, p. 3. 


nian Coins, PI. 
X, No. 244. 
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Metal, 




No. 

Weight and 
Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

References. 


Zabul imitations of Varhran IV, 388-399. 



Bust of king to right, crown 

Indistinct remains of fire-altar ; 

49 grs. 

of Varhran IV. 

Kushan legend No, 26. 

with bust of moon 
(?) in flames ; two 
dants. 

god— 

atten- 

m 

63 grs. 

1 

1 

Very similar .but traces of 
different legend running 
from left to right (certainly 
not Parruok’s interpreta- 
tion). 

Indistinct . 



Mam coins of Varhran Vf 420-438. 


38 

& 

Bust of Varhran V to right. 

Fire-altar with figure of the 


69-5 grs. 

Parsik legend written feom 

king, twice repeated left 


left to right, No. 29. C/. 

and right ; indistinct letters 



Parruck, Nos. 323 and 324. 

of the date, and MLKY, 
left, in the flames. 

39 


Bust of Varhran V to right. 

Fire-altar with flames, and 

69-5 grs. 

Parsik legend No. 30. C/. 

bust of king on shaft ; two 


Bartholomsai-Dorn, PL XII, 

attendants. 



16, and Parruck, Nos. 325 

Parsik legend left, name of 



and 326. 

Varhran right, SILKY. 


Gunningliam, 
Indian Coins^ 
PL VII, 2. 

Parruck, Sasa* 
nian Coins, PL 
XIII, No. 303. 


In possession 
of author, un- 
published. PL 
IV. 


In possession of 
author, un- 
published. PL 
IV. 
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Abbasid mint towns, monograms of 
Abdagases, coin of 
Adharnarseh, short reign of , 
Amethyst seal, inscription on 
Ammianus Marcellinus^ historian 
Antiocheia-Khusraii 
Antialcidas^ coins of . • 

Avdashir I , . , 

Ardashir I, coins of 
Ardashir I, crown of 
Ardashir I, reign ol 


Ardashir I, sculpture of 
Ardavan Y 
Armenia, coins of 
Arsacidan coins, direction of the head on 
Artaban I 

Artaban II, see Kaikhusrau 
Atropatenian coinage . 

Anrei 

Awestic writing . 

Awraman parchments . 

Awaman parchments^ script of 
Awraman parchments, date of 


A 


B 

Balkh, mint name 

Eamiyan, title of the princes of 

Bazodev, coin legends of . . . . • • 

Boyo (Bage) V orohrana, see VarhrSn brother (?) of Sh^pur I 
Boyo Obrmizdo, see Hormizd I . . , • * 

Beghr^m, coin from • . • . . . • 

Buddha, figured on a silver drachm of Peroz I . 

Buddhist Art 

Burnes, Sir Alex. ••••*•• 

c 

Central Asia, Buddhist Art iu • . • • • 

Central Asia, Buddhist paintings from ♦ * • • 

Chionites, coins of 

Chionites, imitation of Shapur IFs coins 


' * ' • ■ lo 

4 

• • ■ 36 

• • • i6 

. . . 3 , 2 . 2 , 86 

- . . 12 

. . . 30 

2, 8, 4, 7, 14, 22, 24, 37 

. . 3, 31, 37, 41 

. • . 22 

32 

. 27, 37 

22 
4 

. . . 3, 4 

4 

5, 13 

• • . 4 

, 2, 7, 8, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
8 

. . . 10, 16 

11, 17, IS 
11 


. . 15, 16 

• • 10 

1, 6, 7, 16, 17, 18, 27 
37 

• . 38 

37 
30-31 
. 29, 30 

e . 26 


• 2 

♦ 7 

3, 16, 3-37 
3, 50 
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C — Gontd. 


Page. 


ChioniteSj imitation of Sasaaian Ktishftn coins . 
Chionites, invasion of Bactria by . 

Ctesiphon 

Cunningham, Sir Alex. . « . . 


Benkard, passages of the 


D 


% % % 


Elymais-KhuzistaHj coinage of 
^SlrAn-ambdrakpet, crown of tie 


F 

Fargli^naj title of the kings of . . . 

F&rsj coins of the Sh^hs of . . . , 

Fr&tad^ra of Fersepolis .... 
Frdtaddra to Shdh, change of title from . , 

Firdz I and II, see Peroz I and II 


. . 18, 20 

3, 86 

. 12 , 13 , 14,82 
• • 3, 36 


13 


4 

21 


10 
8 , 4 
8,4 
4 


G 


Ganjak, fire temple at . 

Gharehist^n, title of the princes of • . . . . 

Gotarzes I, coin of , 

Gotarzes II, coin legends of ...... . 

GrsBco-Pactrian Art ........ 

Grseco-Bactrian coins j^Zens representation on . 

Greek script ......... 

H 

Hartah^n V . . . ..... 

Hartahanos, father of Gotarzes II . . . . 

Hephthalite kings, coin legends of . . . . . . 

Hephthalite kings, crowns of ...... 

Hephthalite kings, imitation of Sasanian Kushan coins . . 

Heraus {see kliaus), coins of ...... 

Hermaeus, coins of ....... . 

Hormizd-Ormies {see Ormies-Hormizd) ..... 

Hormizd-Ormies, coins of . . . . . . . . 

Hormizd-Ormies, crown of ...... . 

Hormizd I («eejBoYo Ohrmizdo and Hormzdo), mint name on coins of 
Hormizd I, coins of . 


. . 13 

10 

. . 5 

5 

2 , 11 , 28 , 27 , 29 

. . SO 

7 


4 

5 

19 , 20 
21 
18 
8 

80 


81 , 84 , 


89 , 47-48 
20 


11, 12 

48-44 
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H — contd. 

Hormizd I, crown of ^ . 

Hormizd I, reign of . . • . . , 

Hormizd II, coin of . . . , • , . 

Hormizd II, reign of . , . , , , 

Hormuzd, representation of the god , , , 

Hormnzd, cf, also Hormzdo and Ohromozd , , 

HormzdOj see Hormizd I . , ... 

Huvishka, coin legends of . , • , , 

I 

^Iranian Majesty^ » • . . • i« 

Isfahan, title of the ruler of . 


iii 

Page. 


, . 33-34 

. . 49 

36 

. 24 , 80 

. 17-18 

1 , 6 , 7 , 9 , 11, 19 


22 

10 


K 


Kflbulsh&hs, successors of Kushans 
Kadphises, coins of . . • • • 

Kaikhusrau, mythical representative of Artaban II 
Kanishka, coin legends of . 

Kh&ns of Khiva, coins of . • • • 

Kaw&t !....••• 
Khordsfl,n . ^ . . • • • 

Khusrau I 

Kbusrau II * . . > • 

Khuttal, title of the princes of . • • 

Khuzist&n 

Kidara kings ..•••• 
Kozalo-kadphises, coins of . 

Kunduz 

Kushan coins, arrangement of the legends on • 
Kushan governors, crown of . • 

Kushano-Sasanian coins, list of • • • 


M 


Manaobago, Indian moon god 
MS,ni . • . • 

Markwart, J. . • • 

Marw, mint town of IrA,n 
Marw, coins of VarhrSn V of 
Marw, last Sasanian coin of . 
Marw, surname of 
Miaeus, see Heraeus • 

Mint names on coins • • 

Minns, B. . • • » 


1 , 


20 

10 

13 

6 , 7 , 8 , 9 

14 
2 , 14 

33 , 37 
12 
14 
10 
4 
24 
8 
11 
7 

21 
41 , 51 


30 

32 , 33 , 34 
0 , 32 
14 

. 14, 51 

. 14 

. 13-14 

• • • • 

11-12, W, 15 
11 
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M-T^coni<?. 


Mithra •*, . . * 

Mithradates II . • . • 

Mithradates III • 


« Nameless governor^’, under Yarhr§,ii II 
“Nameless governor”, coin of , • . . • 

“Nameless governor”, crown of . : • 

Nairseh, coins of • ■ 

Narseh, coin of his nameless governor . . 
Narseh, hair dress of . - • . • 

Narseh, reign of . ^ ' 


N 


- ’ " **' ^ tr ■■ 


v. r . 31, *8: 

V-7y26;'48 

-.,,v.::'(23' 


Ooemokadphises, coin legends of- v 
Ormies-Hormizd, see Hprmizd-Qrmies 

Orodes I • , ; ' * , 

Ohrbmozd and Hormzde, see Hprmuzd 


/6, 7;9V 


ahlavi ideograms - • • * 

'arruck, his .reading of coin legends 

'fi,rsik script . • ' • ' 

’arthian coinage. • . V . ' 

’arthian dynasty of Sakast^n, coins 
^ersepolis, Pahlavi inscriptions of, 

Per6z I, adoring Buddha . . ■ 

PerozI, coins of * • * ' ' 

Peroz I, crown of , » * 

pgroz II, coins of • ■ • . ' V 
Peroz IT, crown of . - ' 

Phraates II, coin of . 

Pre-Sasanian coins, representations 


of 


' . . . . :1'2' 

, 19, 20-21;: 
1,2/ 7, 8, .9, 10, 11,-12,17;: 

' , . ' . 35-36; 

. ; 30, 31, 33, 37 : 

■'16;:42;- 

24: 

■ . 26 ': 
^ ‘ ■ 5: 


on. 


KSwshar, title of the princes of _ . 


; 10^ 


Sahikkn, meaning , of • ■ ; 

Samarkand, a mint town _ f 
Sas^nlan.arti thme periods pi . 
Sasani^ coinage . • 


; . 12,13 

.14, 15 
. 'S, 7i,.10 


INDEX 


V 


S — cohitd/* 


Sasanian Kushau coins, classification of . 

Sasanian Kushaii coins, chronological arrangement of 
Sasanian Knshan coins, crowns of 
Sasanian Knshan coins, date of 
Sasanian Kushaa coins, treatment of royal and divine figures 
Sasanian Knshan coins, fire altar and other devices on 
Sasanian Kushau, meaning of 
Sasanian Knshan script 
Sasanian coins, direction of the head on 
Sasanian seals , , . 

Sasanian sculptui'es 

Sasanian, silver dishes from Kertchewa 
Scj’tho-Sasanian . • . • 

Semitic Ideograms 
Semitic script 
Shc^hpuhr, see Shapiir I 
Shapikfia or Sliaspikiin, meaning of 
Sh&pur in Pilrs . . • . 

Shapur I, see Shiihpuhr 
Shapiir I, coins of 
ShRpui’ I, crown of 
Shiipur I, reign of 
Shdpiir I, sculpture of 
SMpfir II 
Shhpur II, coins of 
Shdpiir II, Chionite imitations of • 

Shdpiir II, crown of . - • 

Shdpfir II, imitation of coins of 
Shdpiir II, Persepolis inscription of 
Shahs of Fdrs, coins of 
oiva with bull Nandi 
Siva, treatment of his figure on coins 
S16k, inscription by • • • 

Spalirises coins, Greek legends on . 

Soghdian inscription on a silver dish of V 
Sten Konow 
Stein, Sir Anrel . 

Sub-Arsaeidan, class of pre-Sasanian coins 


’arhrdn 


on 


u 

TJmayyad mint names, monograms of 

V 


Valaghsh 

Varhran, same as Vorolirana or Worobrftn . • 

Varhr&n, see Boya Vorohrane, brother (?) of S apur 


Page 


3, 


18, U, 


1 

87—40 

2,1— ae 

3 

27, 28 
28 
1 
1 
S 

4, 15, 27 

2, 21, 29 
22, 28 

1,3 
12 
7 

25 
13 
2 

, 28, 24, 25, 37 
29, 80, 37, 41 
2a 
32, 33 

3, 27, 30 
2, 3, 7, 24 
37, 49-50 

3, 50 
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19, 20 
85, 36 
3,4 
15, 17, 20 
27, 29 
36 
8 

23 
10 
23 
26 


, 36, 


2 , 


15 


28 
8, 9 
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V ---contd. 


Page, 


Varhr&n, coins of • . . , 

Varhr^u, crown of ... * 

VarhrAn coins of . . , . 

Varbr&n I, mint name on coins of • > • 

Varhr&n I, crown of , . , 

Varlir&n I, head of , 

Yarhr^n head of^ on a silver dish 
Varhr^n I, reign of , . , . 

Varhr&n II, coins of . 

VarhrSn II, coin of his Nameless governor 
Varhr&n II, crown of . . 

Yavhr§.n II, reign of . . . • 

Yarhran III, coins attributed to . : 

Yarhran III, reign of . - • • 

Yarhr&n lY, appearance of first mint names on 
Yarhr&n I Y, Zabul imitation of his coins 
Varhr§,n Y . . « , • 

Yarhran Y, Marw coins of • * . 

YA-tfradftt II, head dress of . . 

Yolagases III, coin legends of . . 

Yorohrauo, see Varhrdn 
Ynzurgmihr, son of Bukhtak 


the coins of 


w. 

Y^roth. Period of Mithradates I 
WorohrAn j see Yarhran . • . • 



4 


Y 


Yazdkirt I 
Yazdkirt III 


Z7 

14 


z 


Zahnl kings, coins of . . . • . • . » - .17,18 

Zahul imitation of Yarhr&n lY's coins 61 
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Plate IV. 







